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MITNA INSURANCE CO. 






We NM KING, Secretary. WM. B. CLARK, President. Men c meee, } Assietant Seeretaries. 
Cash Capital, - - - $% 4,000,000 00 SS oe Northwestern Branch,) WM. H. WYMAN, Gen’! Agt. 
Cash Assets, - = = 18,019,441 20 Sg az, al 5: Caw Omaha, Neb. W.P.HARFORD, Ase’tGen’lAgt. 
Total Liabilities, - - 8,861,796 138 — = Pacific Branch, BOARDMAN & SPENCER, 
Net Surplus, - - 5,157,615 00 “ San Francisco, Cal. General Agents. 
sscilaa ~~ auny —, - ‘ «Ee aa lnland Marine CHICAGO, ILL., 145 La Salle St. 
Losses Paid in 81 Years, - 85,641,084 50 quae Department. me York, 52 William St. 


Western Branch: 


ee a? KEELER & GALLAGHER, General Agents. 





PROTECT YOUR CUSTOMERS PROTECT YOURSELF 


By giving them ConTINENTAL Safety Fund Policies. By representing the CONTINENTAL. 
Secured by net surplus of over four millions of dollars. Does not write over the heads of its agents. 


‘ : : Has no ‘‘Annexes.”’ 
Important advantage of aapeenen by experienced — Steadfastly protects its loyal agents against dishonest or unfair’ 
Prompt attention to adjustments ensured by organized force of 


practices. 
traveling men necessitated by the Company's large business, Will make a commission arrangement, sharing with you the profits 
Forty-two millions of dollars paid for losses since organization, and mm. ie te mn i iteleihdeas i 
: ; 3 iberally furnishes timely advertising matter. 
ing fifty years of business, are guarantees of fair treat Gives you the privilege of writing Tornado Insurance. 
ment. 


Has a fixed policy and is not a ‘‘fair weather” friend; that is, does not 
Every honest loss claimant paid one hundred cents on the dollar. withdraw, as many companies do, when local rate wars occur. 


soe CONTINENTAL FIRE INS.CO. ==" 














head Writing. 
taki: 1 Continental Bldg., New York. Rialto Bldg., Chicago, Ill. al (gee 
Surplus to Policy Holders, $3,222,877. 68 D. W. C. SKILTON, Pres’t. J. H. MITCHELL, Vice-Pres’t. 
EDW. MILLIGAN, Sec’y. JOHN B. KNOX, Ass’t Sec’y. 


TOTAL LOSSES PAID. 


OVER FORTY-FOUR MILLION DOLLARS. ——T ET H—— 


Western and Southern Department, 
PHEENIX S. W. COR. RACE AND GEORGE STS. 
pina Soe Cincinnati, ©. 

CASH CAPITAL, TWO MILLION DOLLARS. MAS" } uvtomam 7 


General Agent. 
Outstanding Losses, $ 271,196.59 Reinsurance Reserve, $2,029,575.53 


Asses, . , 5,523,649.70 Wet Surplus, . . 1,222,877.58 AGENCIES IN ALL CITIES AND TOWNS. 











SS 



























































THE W ESTERN 


UNDERW RITER. 





~ Columbia 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF DAYTON, O. 


CONFINES ITS BUSINESS TO OHIO. 


O. I. GUNCKEL, 
Secretary. 


E. M. THRESHER, 


President. 


Cooper 


Fire Insurance Company 


OF DAYTON, O., 


Cas. D. MEAD, 
President. 


H. E. Map, 


Vice-President. 


Cuas. W. ScHEng, 
Secretary 





“OLDEST IN THE WEST." 


1900 


= CINCINNATI 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 





B. T. Bonsall, Pres. L.L. Townley, Sec’y. P. W. Cadman, Gen. Agt. 


CINCINNATI. 





OHIO’S LEADING AGENCY COMPANY. 


Cincinnati Underwriters 


COMPOSED OF 
EUREKA SECURITY 
Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company, 


ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 


CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. | CAPITAL $150,000. ASSETS $271,769. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 
COMBINED STATEMENT. 

Capital $250,000. Assets $572,092.80. Sarplus $396,892.19. 


F. A. ROTHIER, President. 


ADAM BENUS, Secretary. Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


iSo°o. 


7G INSURANCE 





OF THE 


National Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI. 


GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. 


G. W PoHLMAN, 
PRESIDENT. 


NATIONAL COMPANY... 


OF OCINOINNATI, OHIO. 


General Insurance — State of Ohio Only. 


|G. W. PoHLMAN, E. W. Burnet, 


PRESIDERT. 





E. W. BuRNET, 


SECRETARY. 


SECRETARY. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
A CINCINNATI COMPANY. 


Merchants and Jilanufacturers 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Cincinnati. 


CHARTERED 1838. 


Capital - - 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


An Qnio Company. 


WASHINGTON 


(FIRE) 
INSURANCE COMPANY of Cincinnati, 0. 
PAID-UP CAPITAL, - - - $150,000.00 


AS BEEN IN CONTINUAL OPERATION 
AND HAS MET EVERY OBLIGATION FOR 64 YEARS. 
ACENTS WANTED IN OHIO. 


WAT’L HENCHMAN DAVIS, President. 





CHARTERED 1836. 





PERPETUAL. 


$150,000. - $276,254. 


Surplus - 


Assets - 
= $214,817. 


WILLIAM H. CAaLvERrt, President. 


131 East Third Street. 


WINFIELD S. HUKILL, JR., Sec’y. 





E. F. WEISS, Vice President and Secretary. Telephone 787. 


OhioFarmers Insurance Company 


LE ROY, OHIO. 





Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


Carefully Invested Assets on January Ist 1900 of $1,088,255.16, reserved 
as follows for the protection of policy-holders : 


$888,078.81 
65,854.44 
134,321.91 


$1,088,255.16 
——_——_ORCANIZED IN 1848. 


' JAS. OC. JOHNSON, Presivent 
O. 8. WELLS, SeorETARY 














* 


a and approval of proot of death. 
_ ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


1H WEST VIRGINIA GENERAL AGENCY 


—— REPRESENTING—— 
Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd., 
National Assurance Co., 
Netherlands Fire Insurance Co., 
Prussian National Insurance Co., 
Helvetia Swiss Fire Insurance Co., 
Aachen and [Munich Fire Insurance Co. 


All losses adjusted and paid from our office. 
LOHMEYER & GOSHORN, General Agents, 


CHARLESTON-ON-HKANAWHA, W. VA. 
Correspondence with agents solicited. 
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IN LINE With the Times 


No Opportunity is Overlooked for the Improvement of 
. UNION MUTUAL POLICIES. They are Kept .-. 
THOROUGHLY MODERN IN PRIVILEGES 
GENUINELY PROTECTIVE IN RESULTS 
EXTENDED IISURANCE WITHOUT DE- © 
DUCTIONS. 





(INCORPORATED 1648.) 


Union Mutual 


Life Insurance Co., 
PORTLAND, MAINE. 
FRED. E. RICHARDS, eresivenr. 
ARTHUR L. BATES, vice-PresioenrT. 
ad (THORNTON CHASE, Sufi., 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Address | :DSON D. SCOFIELD, Suft., 1110 American Tract Society Bldg., 
either 150 Nassau Street, New York City. 
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INCONTESTABILITY WITHOUT RE- 
STRICTIONS. 


BOTH POLICYHOLDERS AND AGENTS 
FAIRLY TREATED ALWAYS. 


GooD bf) ge READY 
R GOOD AGENTS- 6 
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| TOTAL UNITED STATES ASSETS 
| NET SURPLUS 


| 
| 





| Reserve for Unearned Premiums 


| Reserve for all other claims 


| Fr. VON BEENUTH, 
| Geo. B. EDWARDS, 


NO OVERHEAD WRITINC. 


LANCASHIRE “company 


MANCHESTER, ENCLAND. 
DIGBY JOHNSON, General Manager. 





THE 


. 82,345,389 
583,331 


Agents desiring to represent THE LANCASHIRE, address the 
Special Agents, or 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
218 La SALLE Sr., CHICAGO, 


CHAS. B. CILBERT, Manager. JAMES C. CORBET, Ass't Manager. 


H. M. GIBBS, Special Agent Ohio and W. Va., - Columbus, O. 
H. M. WARDLE, Special Agent Michigan, “ - Detroit. 


CGERMANIA 


CRGANIZED 1te6e. 
62 and 64 William Street, Cor. Cedar, NEW YORK. 
Statement, January 1, 1899. 





FIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY... 


Cash Capital . $1,000,000 .06 


1,506,907.40 
77,501.11 

woe . 30,028.08 
... 2,093,713.39 
$4,713, 995.01 


Reserve for Losses under Adjustment 


Net Surplus 
Total Assets. 


HUGO SCHU MANN, _—— 


| Vice-President. CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Secretary. 


Gustav Kenr, Ass’t Secretary. 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 


E. G. HALLE, Manager, Royal Insurance Bidg., Chicago, Il. 
H. W. CLAYTON, State Agent, Troy, 0 





1860. —THE—— 1900. 


UNITED STATES LIFE INS.CO. 


IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


All Policies now issued by this Company 
contain the following clause: 

“After one year from the date of issue, 
this policy shall not be disputed, provided 
the premiumis are duly paid.’ 

During 1898the Company made material 

in income, assets, and surplus ; 
and can thus claim a substantial gain in 
oe most jaa elements 0: 


OFFICERS: 
GEORGE H. BURFORD, - PRESIDENT. 
Gro. G. WILLIAMS, - - Vice-President. 
C. P. FRALEIGH, - - 2d Vice-President. 
Ricn’p E. CocHRAN, - 3d Vice-President. 
A. WHEELWRIGHT, - - - - Secretary. 
. lL. Kenway, - - Assistant Secretary. 
im. T. STANDEN, 
ARTHUR C, PERRY, 
JouN P. MuNN, - - - Medical Director. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Geo, G. WILLIAMS, Pres, Chem, Nat. Bk. 
JOHN J. TUCKER, Builder. 
E. H. PERKINS, JR. - Pres. Importers’ and 
Traders’ Nat. Bank. 
JAMEs R., PLUM, 


safety 


wt death ales paid WirHovutT Dis- 
COUNT as soon as satisfactory proofs have 
been received 
Active pas saceesstul Agents, wishin 
pe ag ay a wer commun Las 
RICHARD Hat COCHRAN, 3d Vice-Pres., 
at the Home Office, 261 Broadway, New York. 





Leather. 


| CASH CAPITAL, : 
| Reserve for Reinsurance and all other claims, 
| Surplus over all Liabilities, -« -« «+. = 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 


THE AMERICAN FIRE 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Americanus Sum. 


. * 8 500,000.00 
. * 1,705,994.25 
504,733.42 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1899, $2,710,727.67. 


THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Manager. 


NELSON B. JONES, 
Special Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. 


RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 


CHARLES L. HECOX, 
Special Agt. for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio. 





Insurance Company 


NEW Yo 
Henry B. Stokes. ror 
Vice-Pres.; H. ¥. Wem le, 
+e x Sec. ; J. H. Giffin, Jr., Ass’t Sec.; 

. WwW. Torrey, Actuary; Dr. W. B. Lane, 
aa Agencies. 


New PoLicy peatanress 
NDED INSURANCE, . 
PAID-UP VALUES AND . 
ATS PERCENT. . 
Agents Wanted in Unoccupied Territory. 


. L. Halsey, 
VP: VW. 


R.P. WOODS, Mgr. for Ohio and Kentucky, 2 222 W. 4th St., Cinc'nnati, 


MORRELL, Mgr. for Northern Itlinois, Chicago. 


INCORPORATED 1 1R66 


GERMAN INSURANCE Co. 


OF FREEPORT, ILL. 
The Largest and Most Successful Fire Insurance Company in the West. 


Assets, January 1, 1900 

Cash Capital 

Liabilities, including reinsurance 
NET SURPLUS AF 


$3,446,194 15 
200,000 00 
1,957,311 53 
1,288,882 62 


Cc, 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 


Ohio State Agent, THOS. H. SMITH, Dayton, O. 





THE 
MUTU INSURANCE CO. 
AL LIFE OF KENTUCKY. 
Incorporated 1866, 
GEO. W. MORRIS, President. W. W. HITE, Vice-President. 
DAVID MERIWETHER, Secretary. JOS. PETTUS, Treas, 


Home Office, Louisville, Ky, 


coewasaal $2,909, 252.47 
40,534.97 
215,534.91 
3,485,364.74 
$200,000 in Bonds de ited with the State Treas 
Benefit of all noms depen All claims paid ponunpliy amen casein 





THE OHIO GENERAL AGENCY 


AMERICAN INSURANCE C0. 
UNITED STATES FIRE INSURANCE CO. - - - - of New York, ¥. Y. 
ALLEMANNIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A. K. MURRAY, General Agent, 
Offices: 315 W. Fourth St. 
Agents wanted at desirable points. CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Remember : The Ohio General Agency is a Home Institution, 


of Newark, N. J, 











4 THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER. 





Established 13865. 
THE 


Frankfort Marine, Accident and Plate Glass 


Insurance Co., 
OF FRANEFORT-ON-THE-MAIN, GERMANY. 


Employers and Public Liabilities, levator Insurance, Workmen’s 
Collective, Individual Accident, and Plate Glass. 

For the security of Policyholders in the United States of America, 
a deposit has been made in the State of Massachusetts, of $200,000.00 
in United States Bonds, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT, 
41-43 Cedar Street, New York, N. Y. 


F. G. VOSS, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY. 


The Northern Central Life Insurance Co, 


TOLEDO, OHIO. 


Chartered and Organized under the Legal Reserve Law of Ohio, 
Capital Stock $100,000, Deposited with the State. 


The Northern Central, being located in the center of the populous Middle West, 
wi-l give it facilities for investment of i‘s reserve, and a prestige which, with com. 
pe‘ent management, can not help but place it in the front rank. Recognizing this 
great field and its future, it has adopted the most popular and up-to-date plans of in 
vestment and life policies on the market to day. 

Correspondence is invited with a view to arranging for State Agencies in Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota and Michigan. 


ADDRESS THE COMPANY. 


E. P. BRECKINRIDGE, 
President. 


J. G. Rostson, 
Secretary, 








A “MILLION DOLLAR” COMPANY! 


FIRE INSURANCE | 
Est) corm... 
OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





THE BEST IN 
AGE—-SIZE—STRENGTH. 


Organized 1853. 


ASSETS $2,078,168. Surplus $1,029,667. 


This old and well-known institution has justly acquired a national repu- 
tation for fair and honorable dealing. Agents needing 
companies should address 


WM. E. ROLLO & SON, 


MANAGERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 


210 LA SALLE STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 





ORGANIZED 1868. 


Phenix Insurance Company 


OF BROOKLYN, 





INSURES AGAINST LOSSES BY 


Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning, 





Western and Southern Department, 205 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


EUGENE HARBECK, Gen’! Agent. 
J. H. LENEHAN, . - - ° ° 
CHAS.R.STREET, - - «= -« 


Ass’t Gen’! Agent. 
2nd Ass’t Gen’! Agent. 








TheThuringia-American 


FIRE INSURANCE Co. 


OF NEW YORK. 


Capital, Paid-up, - - - - - - - $200,000.00 


ALLEN C. FRINK, Special Agent for Ohio, 


53 Euclid Avenue, CLEVELAND. 


F. H. BLACKMAN & CO., General Agents for Michigan, 


Moffat Block, DETROIT. 





is54 1900 


THE CERMAN 


Fire Insurance Company 
OF INDIANA. 


A Strong Western Company with an Honorable Record 
of Forty-six Years. 


...-§410,093.95 


EE ee eer $100,000 Net Surplus,.......... $310,146.63 


An ‘“‘AGENTS’’’ Company. 


THEODORE STEIN, President. THEODORE REVYER, Treasurer. 
LORENZ SCHMIDT, Secretary. 


NELSON REID, Special Agent for Ohio, Colambus. 





WesternAssurance Co. 


OF TORONTO, CANADA. 


HON. GEO. A. COX, J. J. KENNY, 
President. V.-Pres. and Managing Director. 


Assets, January 1, 1900, in U. S., - $ ,854,554 
Surplus in United States, - 663,081 
Income in U. S. for 1899, - - - 1,702, 388 
Losses paid in U. S. from 1874 to 1899, 18,683,418 


SPECIAL AGENTS: 
Northern Ohio, HARRY KITSON, Peninsular Bank Building., Detroit. Mich. 
Southern Ohio, H. B. HART, 137 E. Third Street, Cincinnati, } 





Provident Savings Life 
Assuranee Society 


OF NEW YORK. 
Epwarp W. Scott, PRESIDENT. 
THE BEST COMPANY FOR POLICY HOLDERS AND AGENTS. 


Successful Agents, and Gentlemen Se-king Remunerative Business Connections 
May Apply to the Head Office, or any of The Society's General Agents. 

















March 22, 1666. 





THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





——————— 






With which is combined 
BLACK AND WHITE—Established i890. 
Published Every Thursday by THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER COMPANY, Chicago ( 164 
La Sal'e Street), and Cincinnati (4¢tna Build- 
ing). E. Jay Wohlgemuth, Manager; C. M. 
Cartwright, Managing Editor. Subscription 
Price, Two Dollars a Year; Single Copies, 10 
Cents Each. 








Entered at Chicago Postoffice as mail matter of 
the second class. 





PRESIDENT WOODWORTH'S ADDRESS AT CHICAGO. 


President C. H. Woodworth, of the National 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, 
made a few statements in his address before 
the Illinois Association of Local Agents at 
Chicago last week that were particularly perti- 
nent and important. Whatever Mr. Wood- 
worth says elicits more than ordinary atten- 
tion both because of his position in the Na- 
tional Association and his reputation as a 
local agent. 

Aside from the utterances that come from 
Mr. Woodworth, he possesses certain  at- 
- tributes that give him a personality that im- 
presses his listeners. There is a certain en- 
thusiasm and convincing power beyond all 
that he says and does. This was very notice- 
able when he appeared before the Illinois local 
agents and as he made the opening address 
at the meeting the entire session seemed per- 
meated with the magnetism that he gave to 
the assemblage. 

Mr. Woodworth stated that there seemed to 
be a misunderstanding between what consti- 
tuted an agent and a broker. ‘He held that 
the relationship between a broker and a com- 
pany was that of opposing parties. The 
broker represents exclusively the assured and 
desires to gain all the benefits for his client 
that he can. The company looks after its 
own interests and if not too avaricious will 
guard very carefully the form that attaches 
to the policy, and the rate. The speaker said 
that the relationship between a broker and a 
company was governed entirely by a contract 
and there are no mutuality between the two. 

After giving very clearly this idea of the 
broker he said that the relationship between 
company and agent was entirely different in 
that there is a partnership interest. The agent 
does not represent altogether the assured, but 
he is the medium between the company and 
the insuring public. There is a mutual inter- 
est between company and agent that cannot 
be eliminated while each has certain rights 
that the other must respect in the partner- 
ship agreement. 

Mr. Woodworth held that the agent could 
not rightfully say that the business belonged 
entirely to him nor could the company make 
a claim that the business belonged solely to 
It. It belongs to both. The agent has no 
right to place business in one company one 
day and transfer it to another the next. After 
he has represented a company, especially after 
some years, when the relationship has been 
established, Mr. Woodworth held that an 
agent could not with equity rettre a company 
without due respect to all its interests, nor 
had the company the privilege of retiring an 
agent without regarding him some considera- 
tion. He stated that there were exceptional 
cases, of course, where the contract could ve 
forfeited on the moment. This statement com- 
ing from Mr. Woodworth is the most impor- 
tant explanation of the local agents’ view of 
the relationship between company and agent 
that has been made for some time. The tend- 
ency of recent years has been for this partner- 





. ing to prevent 





ship idea between company and agent to wane, 
in fact, there are some company officials that 
hold that the majority of agents really no 
longer represent them, but represent the as- 
sured. Mr. Woodworth said in part: 

There is a wide difference between the relation 
of a local ageut to his company and the attitude 
of the broker toward the company. The broker 
and the company represent opposing interests and 
their ebligations to each other are fully expressed 
in the contracts made by them. The local agent 
and his company are practically partners in busi- 
ness, with duties and obligations to each other, 
both expressed and implied. While associated 
each partner is equitably, bound to cousider the 
interests of the other, and when either exercises 
his right to dissolve the relation the obligation 
to the other applies with equal force in the dis- 
position of the partnership property—the busi- 
hess secured by one and underwritten by the 
other. The bad faith of either one of the part- 
ners toward the other may be such as to justly 
forfeit the interest of the wrongdoer in the busi- 
ness and to fairly vest a clear title to it in the 
party wronged. 

The acceptance of the theory that the agent is 
justified in writing, withdrawing and changing 
business without reference to the interests of the 
companies he represents would class agents with 
brokers and would justify the companies in con- 
sidering their own interests only in the transac- 
tion of the business. The admission that the 
companies are justified in ignoring the interests 
of their agents and in building up business by 
overhead writing, multiple agencies and rate wars, 
would imply that agents are justified in carrying 
on the business with an eye single to their own 
interests. When managers and agents cease to 
consider the interests of each other the divorce 
of company ahd agent will haye been consum- 
mated, the agency system will become moribund 
and the era of the broker will dawn. 

This expression regarding the relation between 
company and agent is made because upon it is 
predicated my idea of the scope of agents’ organ- 
izations. Were there existing a proper urderstand- 
ing, appreciation and practice of the duties and 
obligations of both company and agent there would 
be no demand in the business for organization. 
If there were no wise ones and no wrongdoers 
there would be no need of education or law- 
makers, and if there were no law breakers no or- 
ganization wovld be required to enforce the law. 
The companies as a whole being unable or unwill- 
some of their number frem de- 
maralizing and corrupting the business, local 
agents must depend upon their own resources to 
preserve their own existence, and their interests 
can be best subserved through organization. A 
bumptious or vicious manager cares little or 
nothing for the ill-will of the agents in the town 
his representatives are raiding, but he would re- 
spect the wishes of the agency force as a whole, 
because if they should place all their business 
in other conpanies a “to let” sign would be 
hung upon his managerial throne within a month. 


that Mr. Woodworth 
was that the national and sate 
ciations of local agents had no compulsory 
functions. He asserted that these organiza- 
tions could only request companies to co-oper- 
ate along certain lines. Furthermore he said 
that the state association or the National 
association could only recommend to its mem- 
bers that any course be taken. He held that 
it was impossible for the National or state 
associations to take any action that would be 
unjust to the companies, because if any officer 
or any committee cutlined a course that is 
pernicious or unfair, the membership would 
revolt and not sanction it. This balance 
wheel, namely, the good sense and the ideas 
of justice in so large and important a body 
of men, he contended, would always keep the 
radicals from pursuing any course that would 
not be thoroughly in harmony with conserva- 
tism and good practices. 

President Woodworth held that the com- 
panies were fearful lest the local agents’ as- 
sociations should fly off a tangent and follow 
some course that would injure the cause. He 
ridiculed this idea, saying that such a fear 
was entirely groundless. President Wood- 
worth stated that the main influence of the 
local agents’ association was its potential or 
latent force, that is the feeling what might be 
accomplished by the association if it put all 
its machinery in operation. 

He exemplified it by a policeman attempt- 
ing to quell a mob. He stated that the mob 
did not quail because of the physical prowess 
of a single policeman, but it was because that 
he represents the majesty of the law and the 
power of the city government. 

His deduction, therefor2, was that the 
strength back of the association was what 
really made it the force that it is to-day. 

He callec attention to the fact that if any 
great wrong were perpetrated upon the local 
agents, they could marshal a large reserve 
now in camp, and that it was the knowledge 
that this force could be gotten in battle line 


Another statement 
made 


asso- 


that would hold all opposing elements in 
check. He said: 
The aggressive scope of agenis’ organizations 


is found along educational and legislative lines. 
it is evidently the function of the local agent to 
advocate the merits of the business and the rights 
of those engaged in it before the people indi- 
vidually and collectively and to support such 
legisiation as is just to the insurer and insured and 
to oppose that which is unjust to either. 

The defensive scope of agents’ organizations 
ipecludes all measures which will discourage and 
restrain the vagaries, greed and unscrupulousness 
of those who, if left to their own devices, would 
destroy the business of localities and menace the 
business as a whole. It is also clearly within 
the scope of agents’ organizations to assist in 
the enforcement of such fundamental and general 
rules and regulations in the interests of ali con 
cerned as may be agreed upon by munagers. With 
class or special legislation, either by etatute of 
the commonwealth or by enactment of a body of 
insurance representatives, agents’ organizations 
have nothing to do . 

Independent action upon the question of rates 
and commissions does not now appear to be within 
the scope of agents’ organizations, either National 
or state. When managers as a whole unite upon 
the question of commissions and inyite co-opera- 
tion it will be time to consider our duty and 
obligation in the yremiscs. Im the meantime 
agents as individuals and through local boards 
will act wisely by supporting the lowest adequate 
rates on all classes of hazards and will act nat- 
urally by accepting all the commissions they can 
with prudence secure. 

The power for good of agents’ organizations 
is only limited by the numbers enrolled and the 
interest taken by them in the work. The power 
for evil of such bedies is nil, because their mem- 
bership cannot be brought to agree upon un- 
righteous measures, and should their officers in- 
itiate such measures the membership would decline 
to support them. Companies depend upon the 
good will of local agents for success—therefore the 
existence of organized bodies of agents is a re- 
straint upon those who are inclined to exceed the 
limits of honorable competition. In fact, what 
such organizations can do and may do is perhaps 
more influential than their greatest wisdom 
wrought into enactment. 

The study of this proposition has convinced me 
that the agents of this country, organized in a Na- 
tional association of state associations could en- 
force every practicable reform desired in the busi- 
ness, and that therefore a short-cut to better times 
for all concerned could be made if the companies 
would require their agents everywhere to organize 
and then invite their assistance in reform work. 
There is nothing visionary, radical or dangerous in 
this idea. There would be no dictation from this 
great army of agents—the rank and file would 
desert if their leaders attempted it. 

Any legislation that this great body of men with 
diversified interests would enact or support would 
necessarily be limited and general and extremely 
moderate. What all interests could agree upon 
would be easily enforced and what could not be 
agreed upon would not be attempted. Such a co- 
operation of all engaged in the business would ren- 
der many rules and regulations, now existing un- 
necessary, Would prevent special, class and imprac- 
ticable enactments, and because of fewer restric- 
tions would encourage individuality and legitimate 
competition and give underwriting superiority a 
better opportunity to manifest itself than exists 
under present conditions. 


Colonial’s Western Policy. 
The Colonial Assurance of New York is 
adopting an entirely new policy in its agency 
field. 


ceased 


Since it left George A. Stanton, it has 
writing brokerage business. E. E. 
Hall, the new mandger, is the underwriter of 
the company. 
local 


It is getting established among 
agents and writing only small lines. 
Secretary Case is now in the West, looking 
after its interests. T. L. Maitland of Chicago 
has supervision over several States. The com. 
pany will go out of Squire, Hahn and App’s 
control in Ohio, with the exception of Cleve- 
land. In Cincinnati, it is understood, it will 
become a board company. 





Datey.—One of the recognized statisticians 
in the insurance journal business is T. W. 
Daley, of the Rollins Publishing Co., which is- 
sues the Argus. Mr. Daley has more figtires 
scattered through different parts of his cran- 
ium than almost any other man in the business. 
It is stated by an authority which cannot reas- 
onably be doubted that Mr. Daley masticates 
figures with as much abandon as he does a 
big red apple. The Argus charts are largely 
his own production, and their accuracy is ap- 
preciated by the companies. The fire charts 
this year are of interest, owing to the fact that 
the Argus gives profit or loss on underwriting, 
and, as last year was so unfavorable, a com- 
parison of figures is of great interest. Mr. 
Daley has been working this year on the new 
casualty charts which give the figures for 
every branch of casualty underwriting, a new 
departure which will satisfy a demand among 
casualty underwriters. 





The General Accident has _ reinsured the 
Provident Mutual Accident of Philadelphia, 
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THE ASSURED’S STANDPOINT. 
ARTHUR HAWKSHURST’S ABLE PAPER. 


Marshall Field & Co.’s Insurance Man Appears 
Before the Illinois Association of 
Local Fire Agents. 


The paper read by Arthur Hawkshurst, en- 
titled “The Value of Organizations of In- 
surance Agents to Insurers of Property,” ve- 
fore the meeting of the Illinois Association of 
local Agents at Chicago last week, is creat- 
ing considerable favorable comment. 

Mr. Hawkshurst places all the insurance of 
the well-known firm of Marshall Field & Co. 
of Chicago, one of the largest lines in the 
West. Mr. Hawkshurst is confidentially con- 
nected with the firm and is one of the keenest 
observers of insurance interests f 


from the 
standpoint of the assured. His paper is as 
follows: 


The theme given me is fertile in suggestions, not 
only from the standpoint of the insured, but frem 
that of the insurer; for organization, with its twin- 
brother resporsibility, is the power that has moved 
the world in the past, and will control it in the 
future. 

Association implies organization, and that means 
a central object like a tree, with its brauches 
reaching out in ail directions. Such a figure is, 
for instance, our national government, which we 
first created, then armed with men responsible 
in themselves and held to accountability by those 
whom they serve. Organization permeates the 
whole line of success, whether in business, politics, 
or profession; and we are now almost appreciating 
it, to the extent of applying it to our system of 
public education, centralizing it into an association 
of a few, controlled by the many, i. e., the public. 
and not as heretofore, the politicians. 

In my relations to insurance, I have always 
connected the idea of association with its proper 
management, for being built and maintained on 
the laws of average, fis very nature requires or- 
ganization of the highest order, not alone for the 
safety and welfare of the underwriter, but for 
that of the public, who is both customer and in- 
vestor. The people Lave the right to demand 
that the funds of the widow and fatherless, as 
well as those of the capitalist, shall not be sacri- 
ficed to envy, greed, poor management, or ill- 
advised action. They have also the right to insist 
that they shall not be overcharged for that which 
is a necessity to their common good. 


Wants Uniform Practice and Ras. 


Now, will many companies, acting independ- 
ently as to rates, commissions, and general pol- 
icy. meet these conditions and serve the public 
best by cutting prices here, raising there, giving 
more compensation to this one, less to that, making 
up by sharp adjustments in some cases to lose it 
again to others, who know their rights and how to 
collect their pound of flesh—together with a fair 
quantity of bone—or will a combination of all, on 
the questions mentioned, prove the better ser- 
vant? We hear much about trusts, and a great 
deal that is neither true nor complimentary, but I 
have always felt that that which improves the 
quality and cheapens the cost to the consumer 
was a benefaction to the race, be it trusts, indi- 
vidual ventures, competition, or any other factors, 
and I see no reason yet for changing this view. I! 
can readily understand the value of association 
to the agent, but I can also appreciate the good 
to be derived by the insured; for as the annual fire 
loss is an unknown quantity until it is over, no 
absolute basis of cost can be put upon that which 
you offer to the public, except in the light of past 
experience, and that in the present day does not 
seem to be adequate for the wants of the future. 
Consequently, no legitimate competiticn can enter 
into fire insurance, not as much even as in life, 
for that great interest has found a basis upon 
which it can sell its policies; but do you ever hear 
of it sacrificing its cost price as is done in fire? 
Hence, I say, fire insurance requires for its proper 
and successful administration the acme of per- 
fect organization, not alone in each community, 
but in united communities of each state, and yet 
again in the states united. In other words, local 
organization, state organization, national organiza- 
tion, the ill-advised action of some state officials 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 


From the Assured’s Standpoint. 


This, I say, from the standpoint of the insured, 
that is, the honest insured, the man who insures 
to be protected from misfortune, not from friction, 
the man who wishes to buy his insurance as he 
does his food or clothing, at a fair and a living 
+ ge to his neighbor, and at the same price that 

is neighbor does. Insurance, properly organized, 
properly officered, properly controlled, responsible 
according to their kinds and merit, and at prices 
and honorable can classify hazards, rate them 
that will insure a fair cost to the buyer, fair 
dividends, a fair living to those engaged solely 
in its pursuit, and not one cent to outsiders now 
fattening on its existence. It can properly inspect 
hazards, point out defects, reduce the burdensome 
fire loss, find out the reasen for fires, and punish 
those criminally causing them. 

Organization and responsibility can influence the 
public to the enactment of proper building re- 
strictions, and laws that will not only decrease 
to the people the terrible tax caused by fire, but 
the one resulting from legislation—which com- 
panies have partly brought upon themselves—and 
which enables state officials to exact tribute from 
insurance capital neither honorable nor just; but 
such as they and their experts deem right. Ex- 
perts, yes; but in some cases, I fear, not so expert 
in extracting the fangs from the suave and ir- 
responsible wildcat, as in ‘‘pulling the legs’’ of 
the domestic “Tommy” of reliability! for which 
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the dear public now pays, and against which I, for 
one, protest. 

The broker-managers of the East. who have 
underwritten their fireproofs and dwellings at 
the absurd price ef 10 cents for five years, are 
ealling upon their Western representatives, berat- 
ing them for not collecting more than twelve to 
sixteen times as much as they themselves assess 
for like hazards. 

On the other hand, accepting the Eastern idea, 
as being the correct one, that the kings of the in- 
surance world dwell in and about New York—and 
“as the king can do no wrong,” is it not a fact 
that the rates made by them, which are from one- 
tenth to one-half as much as ours here. are the 
correct ones; and we in the West are truly, under 
all conditions, in the hands of the wily sand- 
bagger? For any rate that will stand a commis- 
sion of 35 per cent annually is an outrage upon 
either the policyholder or the investor. 


Attacks from the East. 


Not an inspiring picture of organization do 
these Eastern gentlemen paint for you, of their 
canceling mearly everything worth having, at 
pro rata of the high rate, and rewriting it for 
a long term at their very lowest one, and then 
announcing by word of mouth and the news- 
papers, that they have increased rates 331-3 per 
cent, and asking why our Western agents can- 
not do likewise! 

Looking at it from the standpoint of the in- 
sured, the picture has the earmarks of incon- 
sistency and rerve. We have no completed figures 
yet for 1899, but for 1898 the average annual rate 
for the United States was 75% cents, and for 
forty years previous 84% cents. 

Taking Chicago as a representative for the 
West, the average annual rate for the years 1894 
to 1898—the low-rate period—was in the business 
district on buildings $1.11 and on contents $1.41. 
In 1899 it was, including sprinkled risks, $1.10 and 
$1.73, showing no material reduction in the build- 
ing rate, but a large increase in the stock—and as 
you can see, far above the average ones for the 
entire country, for four-score years. The dwelling 
rates for entire period of 1894 to 1899 were 30 cents 
on bricks and 50, 60 and 75 cents on frames. Can 
the states and cities by the sea show as well; es- 
pecially so as they charge little or nothing on mil- 
lions upon millions of their property? To my mind 
it is impossible. The loss ratio—for fourteen years 
previous to 1899—was an average of 54 per cent 
in the states of New York, Connecticut, Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. against 53 
per cent in Illinois, lowa, Indiana, Michigan and 
Wisconsin. 

Duty of Newspapers. 


It is the honorable and bounden duty of great 
metropolitan newspapers to give to their sub- 
scribers that for which they pay, viz., the facts 
and all the facts! not a garbled and unfair por- 
tion, irrespective of the harm they do an innocent 
public. Let me, therefore, from the standpoint 
of equity and that of the insured, give only one 
true comparison so that you may judge for your- 
selves, and this will be the companies’ experience 
for 1899 in New York and Illinois, as furnished me 
by state officers—New York City and Chicago being 
about equal as to results: 


In New York premiums were........... $19,464,006 
Losses (92 per cent) ..........$17,626,000 
Expenses at 331-3 per cent.... 6,488,000 

- - - 24,114,000 

ee eee TET Tee ae lO. 

In Illinois premiums were .............. .$12,984,000 
Losses (65 per cent) ...........$8,432,000 
Expenses ...... «sees. 4,328,000 

- —— 12,760,000 

Profit $224,000 


Add to this the experience of companies else- 
where, and you will find the trouble in the West 
has not been with the rate, as it has been largely 
in the East, where it is absurdly low, but with ab- 
normal fire conditions, heavy expense ratio, and a 
reduced esprit de corps among agents, owing to 
a number representing the same companies, they 
feeling if a bad risk is refused the company will 
get it from one of the others; hence why not us? 
A system that induces one representative to com- 
pete with his brother, because of being goaded by 
the companies to send them something that does 
not exist, viz.. more premiums, is a_ pernicious 
evil to both company and agent, not to speak of 
the public. As fires are inevitable in this world— 
and a possibility in the next—let us bend our 
energies toward reducing them to the minimum, 
and to_the stockholder and his officer I would say: 
Equalize your rates the country over; keep them 
even, raising them out of reason means the same 
old story of bringing into competition with you 
a host of speculators, which tinally reduces them 
to the non-paying basis that now exists in the 
East. 

Respect your agents—the very branches of the 
insurance tree—for you have no more faithful 
servants than your Western representatives—men 
of fine character and ability and of whom we 
are all proud. If brick, steel and stone, with our 
unlimited supply of water, large mains, and fine 
equipments, burn easier here, organization can and 
should find out why and apply the remedy. If 
some of the personnel of our fire departments who 
have served long and faithfully have become passe 
and too self-opinionated in their most trying 
and exacting of labors. let us retire them to greea 
pastures with a fair pension and scek again the 
competent youth ambitious to make fine records. 


Influence of Organization. 


National organization, wisely and judiciously 
handled, will stop rate wars in one place and com- 
mission troubles in another, and it will, in my 
opinion, make and keep the price of insurance so 
low—it will destroy itself if it does not—that there 
will be no particular inducement for grocers, 
physicians and others to engage in the business, 
seeking only large, quick profits, but as a rule 
reaping loss, reinsurance, and trouble to them- 
selves and patrons. 

It will offer to the public that on which all 
business and credit is based—reliable indemnity, 
honorable adjustment, and prompt payment of 
claims, and at a nearly non-fluctuating charge—an 
immense factor in its favor. 





March 22, 1600, 


In conclusion let me say that, from the stanq- 
point of the assured, I am in favor of organization 
and association of interests among agents, properly 
controlled by equitable laws and methods. I am, 
from the same standpoint, in favor of schedule 
ratings and uniform contracts made in the sun- 
light of reason, and of fair taxation by the State, 
and particularly am I in favor of exacting and 
responsible inspections, mot alone before the fire 
but after it, by the authorities, so that the inno. 
cent may be protected and the wrongdoer ey. 
posed. 

If it be my destiny in the next life to be en- 
raged in the same business as I am in this I wil} 
be, from the standpoint of the assured, in fayor 
of organization against the fire fiend, under any 
and all conditions; and 1 will ask you, gentlemen, 
to lend me there your co-operation, as you haye 
here most kindly given me your attention. 





THE WESTERN UNION MEETING: 

Philadelphia, March 21.—(Special.)—The 
Union began its sessions to-day at the Wal- 
ton. The main incident was the announce- 
ment by Washburn of the 
Home to the effect that the committee of 
twenty-seven of the National Board wished 
to deny the report that its object was to de- 
stroy the Western Union. 

Judge Cary, of the German American, in 
reply, stated that he had seen the copy of the 
plan under consideration, and it proposed a 
central organization which would make the 
Union unnecessary. President Irvin, of the 
Fire Association, said that the committee was 
not attacking the Union, but had in mind the 
general good of the business. 

The report of the governing committee 
recommend that union state and _ special 
agents be required to become members of the 
various state boards, carried. 

President Cram announced that the Home 


Vice-President 


_of New York had agreed to cancel its policies 


written at Duluth in violation of union rules, 

The governing committee reported upon 
certain forms and practices for anti-compact 
States, which were adopted. The Ohio, In- 
diana and Kentucky legislative committees 
reported and told of successful results in these 
States. 

It does not seem likely that the Union will 
resume jurisdiction over the “excepted cities.” 
A committee of five has been appointed to de- 
vise plans to bring policy holders and com- 
panies into more intimate relationship by the 
dissemination of educational literature. 





Employers Liability’s Mandamus. 

The Employers’ Liability has arranged with 
Superintendent Matthews of Ohio for a 
friendly mandamus suit to compel the super- 
intendent to license it for liability business 
on a fifty thousand dollar deposit. Booth, 
Keating and Peters of Columbus will bring 
the suit. 





Belfield Made Manager. 


T. D. Belfield has been appointed United 
States manager of the Imperial. Mr. Bel- 
field was formerly assistant western manager 
under D. C. Osmun. 





The business outlook for the ensuing year 
in Toledo is better than it has been in the past 
twenty years. During the past three weeks, 
up to the time the building ordinance went 
into effect, permits for new buildings, aggre- 
gating $10,000,000, were taken out. All of this 
will not be invested this year by any means, 
but will furnish continuous work for the next 
three or four years, so that by the time the 
Centennial arrives Toledo will present a 
changed appearance. Values will have greatly 
appreciated. 





The large tobacco loss ‘of Rothschild & 
Bro. at Miamisbuig, Ohio, is being handled 
for the claimants by Darling & Craig, the De- 
troit adjusters for the assured. The fire oc- 
curred March 14th, involving $137,000 insur- 
ance, and the loss is considered nearly total. 

The agency of A. and G. P. Kessberger at 
Springfield, Ill., has been fined by the local 
board for infractions of the rules. 


Fred Young, special agent for the Cincinnati 
Underwriters, was in Rockford last week, and 
transferred his company to Charles E. Briggs. 
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COMPARATIVE 1 LIST SHOWN. 
MICHIGAN FIGURES FOR TWO YEARS. 


Table Showing Losses, Fremiums and Loss 
Ratio—The State Makes a Fairly 
Good Showing. 


The following is the Michigan compara.ive 
table for 1898 and 18y9: 
MICHIGAN STOCK COMPANIES 











Detroit F. & M.— Premiums. Losses. Ratio. 
MT... . ccscaqeecssge Me 29,524 62.1 
a : neces 68,899 30,809 91.9 
ir Rapids— 

ie 75,332 48.0 
lo ar . 134,471 57,516 4Z.8 

—- ¥F. & M.— 

1899 a 47,610 69.4 
ad 41,490 30,763 43.0 

Sagmaw "Valle y “(re insured) 

1098 ..--- . . 38,906 20,590 52.9 
Totals 

errr. 162,866 55.0 

MD wccccccccececces 3,756 144,679 45.1 
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Xtna— Losses. Ratio. 
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PE oe 6k tae ees beeen 52,M4z 78.9 
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Ea 5,452 39.2 
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7226S * 6,585 62.8 
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1399 ever, Tee ae 19,080 27.5 
1898 . wees 14,146 3,894 27.5 
American rt entrai— 
899 y- ~~ 11172 44.3 
1898 ‘ doa 11,47 44.7 
American, N.. ‘. ~ 
1899 Terri? £1,436 7,765 36.2 
1898 . beers 9,83 3,927 40.9 
American, Pa.— 
1899 . scr (iltisuaiecinae. 53.4 
0 Ee ere 63.5 
Armenia, Va.— 
1899 . fore eune 6,874 75.3 
Sora 90.4 
Assur. Co, of Ain.— 
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1898 bas 2,060 6,260 303.1 
Boston- - 
oa 24,077 11,409 47.3 
Sea 5,793 147.2 
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Denice weadecee 60 00 « 4,556 6,245 137.0 
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1899 .. mar 15,929 9,304 58.4 
1898 ..* .. 17,348 13,103 75.5 
Caledonian. ‘American- 
1899 . ‘ 6.303 1,271 20.1 
1898 eee asc 1,795 908 50.5 
Capital— 
he oe ope 15,160 14,064 93.6 
Er 12,123 59.9 
Cincinnati— 
Nae 1.693 636 37.5 
Citizens, N. Y.— 
ae 6,796 4,712 69.3 
Sa tae 3,458 66.2 
Citizens, Pa.- 
SSS 8,404 39.6 
ae 10,234 76.5 
Citizens, Mo.— 
PES ge 1,442 19.6 
Ee ie 18,907 b7.5 
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1899 . PP 5,728 1,373 23.9 
1898 . 5,671 1,961 34.5 
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1898 eecouee eae 13 0.6 
Colonial, } i 
1899 Ce 8.079 12,9°8 16).0 
1898 6,698 4,030 69.1 
Cone ordia— 
1898 7.714 7.1 
1898 thence nie 37,247 60.2 
Cc mnecticut— 
SESS 40,916 49.4 
re $3,158 50.4 
Continental— 
Far 98.698 60,013 69.8 
ae 86,068 36,784 42.7 
Cooper, O.— 
SEE 20.811 ». 704 27.4 
1898 21,886 9,299 42.9 
Delaw: are- 
eer err TT re 18.756 9.254 49.3 
1898 aos cabot le th aes os 7,085 54.1 
Ragle, a. 
ea 2.33? 5 
TEE GR. eS 4,623 66.0 
Eastern, N. Y.- 
GT Sa 5.167 9.682 147.3 
Te 1,47 19.0 
Empire City— 
Ceasers £82 6.5 
Ceca es ask beteke |. «peas & ene 
— F. & M.— 
ie Sp 10.377 A9.1 
ont 16,848 5,527 32.8 
— N. Y.— 
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1898 7,076 7,585 107.1 
Bnreka | F. & M. 
10.89? f.357 49.2 
1898 11,836 7,017 59.2 
Fidelity, Ma.- 
1,619 7,202 7.3 
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K. Kneutson and the Western. 


K. Kneutson of Rock Island, Ill, in stating 
his connection with the Western of Aurora, 
which has failed, says: 

To the Editor:—I note in your last issue your 
well meant criticism of my dealing with the West- 
ern of Aurora and the rate question at Pekin. 

As to the Western, all that need be said to 
square me with the line of right practice is to say 
that my dealings with that company were in con- 
nection with increasing its capital stock to $200,0W. 
locating the company at Rock Island, and under 
a new directory, puiting that company in proper 
hands for good management. That success did 
not attend the effort is no stain on those who 
made the attempt. ” 

The few Western policies that were issued have 
been canceled pro rata, and if the board agents 
that represented the Western, including the West- 
ern’s agent at Pekin, had done likewise, the policy- 
holders of that company would suffer less. 

Now as to the cut rates at Pekin, I will say 
we are securing a 20 per cent reduction in prevail- 
ing rates for the use of the “rebuilding clause’’ 
and this is an unrated class. Sooner or later all 
the companies will make an equitable rate for this 
class and that they have not done so before this 
is no fault of the property owners. 

Furthermore, when a leading board agency at 
Pekin has been writing at 25 to 35 per cent below 
the tariff, since the Pekin rate war closed, and 
before I became a competitor for business at that 
point, is it not about time to change base on 
criticism as to rate reductions? Here are the 
board agent's policies: 

No. 7,9, date, May 5, 1900; rate, $1.25; board 
rate, $2.00. 

No. 664,608, date, August 8, 1900; rate, $2.00; board 
rate, about $3.00. 

No. 626, date, September 5,- 1900; rate, $1.50; board 
rate, $2.00. 





. 2,395, date, December 6, 1900; rate, $1.50; 
board rate, $2.00. 

Also mutual insurance was placed by the same 
agent at greater reductions and in the face of such 
conditions, I have had great difficulty in bringing 
the rate up to a legitimate basis under the re- 
building clause at Pekin. 

A word about the “rebuilding’’ clause. There is 
now in that class. written and to be written, 
business on which the premiums amount to about 
$50,000, on which there have been no losses in 1899 
or up to date. Among those that refused to ac- 
cept the rebuilding clause are two plants which 
burned, absorbing more than our total premium 
account. 

Now, sceording to so-called good practice in fire 
underwriting. I should have charged $60,000 on our 
business, and taken in the two risks that have 
burned, which would have made our underwriting 
account look like the 1899 returns from New York 
or Chicago. 

As the Irish cerporal said to the new recruits, 
after the order to present arms: “For hivin’s 
sake, what a presint! Step out here now and take 
an look at yoursilves.”’ Respectfully. 

<. KNEUTSON. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


SEEN FROM CHICAGO, 


INSURING BOATS FOR THE WINTER. 

One of the sources of revenue for fire in- 
surance companies in cities where there are 
harbors in which boats can tie up for the win- 
ter is to write policies indemnifying these ves- 
sels for a period of about five months, during 
the time they are in winter quarters. 

This is particularly true in cities like Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee, Toledo, Cleveland and other 
points, where there are fine inland or river 
harbors, so that boats are not exposed to the 
storms of the lakes. Quite a number of com- 
panies will not write boats thus tied up, think- 
ing that there is no money in the business. 
The rates covering boats tied up are usually 
governed by the local boards, and are fixed 
according to the location of the boat. If it 
is anchored near some special hazard, there 
will be an extra rate. 

Sometimes boats carry annual policies of 
fire insurance in addition to their marine poli- 
cies, which permit navigation and also include 
the time they are tied up during the winter. 
Of course, a fire policy only covers loss by 
fire. There are only few companies that write 
these annual policies. Take, for example. at 
Chicago, there is comparatively little of this 
annual business done. If brokers or agents 
apply for this form of insurance, the western 
departments will usually turn them down, but 
it is a fact that the same companies will write 
the same business from Milwaukee at a less 
rate than was sought at Chicago. Conse- 
quently, Chicago brokers place most of their 
annual business through Milwaukee agents. 
There is more of this class done from Buffalo, 
Cleveland and Milwaukee than any other of 
the lake marine points. 


+ ++ 
MOVEMENT OF GRAIN IN THE NORTHWEST. 
There seems to be quite an etxensive amount 

of grain, both in the terminal elevators in Chi- 

cago, Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth and 
other cities, as well as in the country mills and 
elevators. The shipment of grain is beginning 
earlier than usual, so as to avoid the payment 
of taxes. The laws of many of the States have 
made grain assessable after April 1, instead 
of after May 1. This causes considerable 
grain to be shipped out during the month of 

March. 

There has not been a period for some time, 
however, when there has been less money in 
flour milling. The mills are practically at a 
standstill, because there is no output for their 
product. The foreign demand is very light, 
there being but a comparatively small amount 
of flour exported and the home market is 
glutted. 

+ ++ 
STOCKS IN BRICK STORES. 

One of the largest agency companies doing 
business in the West has just compiled its 
experience, covering a period of the last 15 
years, on premiums and losses on different 
classes of business. It finds a loss ratio of 
75. per cent on stocks in brick stores. There 
has been a feeling for some time that rates 
have been too low on this class of business, 
especially in the large cities. In Chicago the 
companies have lost money on these stocks, 
and many are advising that rates be increased. 

++ + 
INDEPENDENT AND COMPANY ADJUSTERS. 

Some time ago attention was called to the 
fact that in some cities the independent ad 
justers were conspiring to handicap the regu- | 
lar company adjusters. This was noticed to 
some degree in Cincinnati. After the Thomas 
fire, there seemed to be a well defined spirit | 
to render the operations of the company ad- 
justers as difficult as possible. It is stated 
that in some cities the local agents and inde- | 
pendent adjusters co-operated to freeze out the 
company adjusters. 

This same spirit was noticed at St. Louis 


| 
| 
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recently. The company adjusters were not 
furnished the information nor facilities that 
were given the independent adjusters. This 
seems to be a matter that will have to be taken 
up by the companies, and it is expected that 
the Western Adjustment Bureau will haye 
some effect in counteracting this determined 
opposition of the independent adjusters. 

The local agents, in their desire to cater 
to their customers, will attempt to do every- 
thing they can to secure a liberal adjustment. 
Several companies, in order to win the good 
graces of their local agents, wire them in case 
of a fire to look after the loss. The local agent 
will then go to an independent adjuster and 
give him the loss if the adjuster will be lib- 
eral in the settlement. It is known that sey- 
eral adjusters and local agents are thus work- 
ing in harmony to the detriment of some of 
the companies. 

Another fact noticed in the adjustment of 
losses is the practice of some of the general 
or state agencies operating on limited lines, 
which undertake the adjustment of losses, 
Some companies in giving such general agents 
a loss find that they are charged full per diem 
and all traveling expenses, notwithstanding the 
fact that the general agent does special agency 
or loss work for his own company on the 
trip. This clever dodge on the part of a few 
of these small general agencies has become 
so flagrant in some cases that several com- 
panies have decided not to give this class any 


more work. 
++ ++ 


FIREMANS FUND IN THE WEST. 

Attention has been called in this department 
to the more liberal policy that the Firemans 
Fund is pursuing in the western field. It is 
becoming more pronounced, and is certainly 
solidifying the local agency ranks in favor 
of the company. The change has been noted 
since Vice-president Faymonville has taken 
charge of the Chicago office. 

Mr. Faymonville believes in keeping in in- 
timate touch with the field, and his idea is 
to give the local agents as much liberty and 
as many accommodations as are commensu- 
rate with safe underwriting. By increased re- 
insurance facilities the company can write 
larger lines than it has before. It also writes 
some classes that have heretofore been pro- 
hibited. 

Mr. Faymonville aims to get among the 
local agents as often as possible, and in his 
correspondence with them maintains that high 
degree of geniality that is manifest in his 
personal relationships. He realizes that it is 
very easy for a manager or official to follow 
ruts unless he keeps -broadening by viewing 
the situation from the field. There is, per- 
haps, no one in the busitiess to-day whose 
correspondence teems so largely with cordial- 
ity as his, and it is certainly having effect in 
making the company a popular one. 

ro + 

CONDITION OF THE WESTERN OF AURORA. 

The receiver of the Western of Aurora does 
not believe that 2 per cent of the claims against 
the company can be paid. Its $100,000 assets 
consisted of $60,c00 loan cn the defunct Cen- 
tral Safety Deposit Company of Chicago, with 
its stock as security. The other $40,000 con- 
sists in shares on an orange grove in Florida. 
There is about $8,000 in the hands of agents, 
but they have been canceling policies in every 
direction and sending in claims for unearned 
premiums, so nothing can be secured from 
this source. ‘Lhe only available asset in the 
hands of the receiver is the charter of the com- 
pany, which is a valuable one. 





The Ohio senate committee has made a fav- 
orable report on Senator Marchant’s retalia- 
tory bill, by which it is proposed to treat com- 
panies from other States desiring admission 
to Ohio as Ohio companies are treated when 
they apply for admission to other States. In 
other words, outside companies will have the 
same restrictions placed around them in the 
State of Ohio as other companies have when 
they go to those States to do business. 
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“TOPICS OF THE FIELD 


PURCHASING AN AGENCY FROM COMPANIES. 

Field men have been speculating quite a lit- 
tle since the movement was started in Me- 
nominee, Mich., by certain attorneys to pur- 
chase the agency of the late Joseph Fleshiem. 
The idea, as outlined to the companies, is that 
a stock agency company had been organized 
to carry on the old business. 

This company proposed to the insurance 
companies that the latter sell their agency to 
the steck company for an amount equal to the 
indebtedness of Mr. Fleshiem to each. This, 
of course, implies an out-and-out sale of the 
agency to the stock company. In case a com- 
pany withdrew from the agency it would be 
necessary for it to recompense the stock com- 
pany for the amount it had originally paid. 

It is needless to say that the insurance com- 
panies will not agree to any arrangement of 
this kind. There have been very few instances 
where an agency has tried to buy from a com- 
pany the privilege of representing it, as it 
binds the company to a very tight contract. 
An instance occurred at Evansville, Ind., some 
years ago where an agent got behind in his 
accounts with the Niagara Fire. Greene 
Bros. of that place, so it is said, purchased the 
agency of the Niagara for $400. It afterward 
withdrew from the agency, and sued to re- 
cover that amount, securing a judgment. 

++ a+ 
THE WISCONSIN FIELD. 

Those who have traveled in Wisconsin will 
acknowledge that it is one of the best or- 
ganized States in the Middle West, as far as 
its field conditions are concerned. Even if the 
State be handicapped by an anti-compact law, 
which makes all combinations for rates illegal, 
except local boards, yet the State Board is in 
a position to do a large amount of advisory 
work. There is perhaps no State in the Mid- 
dle West that has a higher class set of field 
men. There are as few jealousies and enmi- 
ties in this field as one can find anywhere. 

The field men, both union and non-unicn, 
find no trouble in co-operating, and there is 
that goad fellowship and field sentiment cre- 
ated by hearty co-operation that produce good 
conditions in underwriting. The Wisconsin 
Field Club is one of the best in the West. 
Its president is John E. Davies, special agent 
of the AEtna, and it has a salaried secretary. 
The field men of the State deserve much credit 
for what they have made of it, and the good 
feeling that prevails among the specials is com- 
mendable, and can be pointed to as an ex- 
ample to other States, where factions and petty 
jealousies disorganize all field sentiment. 

++ ++ 
WHO OWNS THE BUSINESS? 

An agent brings up the old question of own- 
ership of the business by asking: “Can a 
company, when it decides to change agents, 
take away its register from you, after your 
years of work in filling it with business? Can 
it be legally done?” Most certainly it can be 
legally done, inasmuch as the register was fur- 
nished by the company in the first place. Most 
companies, in most instances, recognize the 
agents’ ownership of the business, for the 
reason that he owns it in fact, for few compa- 
nies are strong enough with the assured to 
hold the business against the agent, but as few 
companies recognize the agents’ ownership as 
a defined principle, the answer to the question 
is that the business belongs to the one who 
can hold it. This generally means the agent, 
except where the company cuts the rates, 
which is a reprehensible proceeding and usu- 
ally subject to severe criticism. 


R. A. Bishop, brother of F. A. Bishop, of 
the defunct Merchants National of Chicago, 
has revived the Southern of Atlanta, Ga., 
which recently failed. 

The firm name of Magly, Steiss & Mayer 
at Cincinnati has been changed to Magly & 

ayer. ‘ 





THE OHIO & W. VA. FIELD: 


OHIO LOCAL AGENTS’ ANNUAL. 


Important Business Transacted—Fourth Annual 
Meeting Ohio Association, Held at Columbus 
Last Week—Purely a Business Meeting. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Ohio As- 
sociation of Local Fire Insurance Agents was 
held at Assembly Hall, in the Chittenden Ho- 
tel, at Columbus, on the 14th and 15th. The 
convention was almost entirely a businéss one, 
and was characterized by the keen interest of 
the members present and timeliness of the sub- 
jects handled, as well as by the business-like 
manner in which all matters were dispatched. 

The work of the association for the past 
few months has been directed chiefly toward 
legislation, and the executive and legislative 
committees are entitled to much credit for 
their painstaking and _ systematic efforts. 
Chairman Geer, of the executive committee, 
particularly, has given freely of his time and 
thought, and it the state fire marshal bill be- 
comes a law it will have been due largely to 
him. 

The retiring president, Mr. Merwin Jackson 
of Toledo, who has been at the head of the 
agency movement in Ohio since its inaugura- 
tion, has done his duty ably. and under his di- 
rection the Ohio association has become the 
largest and most powerful body of the kind 
in the country. Since the last meeting. six 
months ago, the association has increased its 
membership from 222 to 440, and had Man- 
ager Ross kept on the road, doubtless it 
would now reach the 750 or 800 mark. 

The Association's Legislative Work. 





The twin bills, the state fire marshal and the 
agency license, received much attention, but 
the .association also managed to kill a dan- 
gerous amendment to the Howland valued 
policy law, which had been introduced, and 
also do effective work against the Gear bill 
and others inimical to insurance interrsts. 
The association has put itself on record as 
determined to work for the repeal of the 
valued policy law, and to have its members 
work with the assured to secure their co-op- 
eration for that end. The meeting was called 
for the time it was, in order that the members 
might come to Columbus during the legisla- 
tive session and not only pass upon the work 
of the executive and legislative committees, 
but assist in the work by calling upon their 
senators and representatives. 

This idea proved to have been well-con- 
ceived, as in the case of one important meas- 
ure, which the senate insurance committee 
had decided to report unfavorably, the com- 
mittee was induced to withhold its report un- 
til the association could meet the next morn- 
ing and agree on the bill with the objection- 
able features eliminated. 
license bill. 


This was the agency 


The Fire Marshal Bill. 


The state fire marshal bill was first reported 
unfavorably because no provision had been 
made for covering the expense of the bureau. 
Those who were pushing the bill maintained 
that the revenue could come from the license 
fees which would be collected under the 
agency bill; but it became evident some time 
ago that the insurance committee would not 
favorably report the bill with the $25 license 
feature included, so a compromise was agreed 
upon by providing for a tax on the company 
premiums of one-half of one per cent. With 
this amendment, the bill was favorably re- 
ported, and it is the belief of the committee 
in charge that it will become a law. 

With the repeal of the valued policy law and 
the establishment of a state fire coroner bu- 
reau, Ohio losses through the moral hazard 
should be reduced to the minimum. The as- 
sociation was materially assisted in its work 
by the Policyholders National Union, which 
association interested its members, who are 


9 


chiefly large insurers, in advocating the bill. 
Chairman Geer, of the executive committee, 
who is an enthusiastic champion of the meas- 
ure, visited Boston and induced the Massa- 
chusetts fire marshal, Charles W. Whitcomb, 
to come to Columbus and present his views 
before the senate insurance committee. 
The Agency License Bill. 


There is no possibility of the agency license 
bill passing with the $25 fee attached. This 
has been palpable for some weeks past, or 
since opposition developed, both from compa- 
nies and the smaller country agents. The 
AEtna and Home, which have several hundred 
agents each in the State, probably more than 
any other companies, not only objected 
strongly before the committee, it is under- 
stood, but their circulars to country agents 
aroused agents to not only protest themselves, 
but to interest their patrons in their behalf. 

The senate committee refused to favorably 
report the bill first, because some companies 
made the plea that it would disrupt their es- 
tablished system, and second, because it would 
drive from the business many agents who did 
only a small business. The first, the agents’ 
association would have regretted, but believed 
the bill would work for the greatest good to 
the greatest number; the second was just what 
it desired to bring about. 

The association’s committee had a hearing 
Wednesday night before the senate committee 
and was informed that the only objection to 
the bill was the license end, and if this were 
removed the bill would be recommended. 

The committee submitted the matter to the 
association at the Thursday morning session, 
and was given authority to eliminate the $25 
feature and push the rest of the bill. The rest 
of the bill is considered of great importance. 

In addition to the features of the bill as 
printed, re-insurance of Ohio business in com- 
panies not admitted to the State was pro- 
hibited. Overhead writing by agents in each 
other’s territory was also provided against, by 
an agent in securing his license specifying in 
what counties he desires to operate. The bill 
also prevents agents of the State from paying 
comniission or rebate to anyone not licensed 
as an agent of Ohio. This prohibits rebates 
to assured and also commissions to outside 
brokers. No insurance interests or policy- 
holder can object to this bill, and it is hoped it 
will becume a law. 

The President's Report. 

The report of President Merwin Jackson 
was highly satisfactory to the association, and 
was indicative of the most excellent work 
which has been done the past year. In this 
connection it is due to Mr. Jackson, who re- 
tired from the presidency this year, after hold- 
ing that office since+the organization of the 
association, to say that he has proved a model 
officer in every respect, as indeed, is shown by 
the splendid position in which he leaves the 
association, which is now by far the leading 
agents’ association of the country. 

His annual address, containing the only ex- 
pression as to the separation issue, made by 
either officers or members of the association, 


in official meeting, follows, and is given in full: 

The present position of our association cannot 
but be gratifying to these of us who attended its 
initia] meeting in this city. 

Its rapid growth from that small beginning to 
its present size and influeutial position proves 
that the agents of Ohio fully realize the necessity 
of combining for the common good and the pro- 
tection and assistance which we can render to each 
other by acting in concert, The fine representation 
at our last two meetings inspired such confidence 
in the power of the association that the officers 
and committees having the work in charge deemed 
it time to take active steps to secure some of 
the benefits for which the association was or- 
gainzed. 

The report of the chairman of the executive 
committee will show the steps which have been 
taken to make of this the leading association of 
the country, and by establishing a managerial sys- 
tem, it now rests with this meeting to say whether 
their arrangements shall be made permanent. 

The legislative committee has drawn up and 
introduced inte the legislature a bill, in accord- 
ance with the instructions of the association at 
its last two meetings, to exact a license fee of 
$25 for each agent and have added thereto a re- 
striction which forbids the writing by agents in 
territory outside their own immediate field, thus 
settling the vexed question of overhead writing 
by both agents and companies and securing to the 
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agents the business of their home localities and to 
the various counties the taxes which are their due. 
I request your careful consideration of the re- 
port of the chairman of the legislative committee 
and your co-operation in securing the passage of 
the measures which it has introduced. 
The Association on Separation. 


Some companies, because of conditions brought 
about by the operations of the new system of com- 
missions, have, in some instances, threatened to 
precipitate rate wars and thus draw into the 
contest agents who are in no way concerned in 
the matter. 

So far no serious disasters have resulted from 
this cause in Ohio, and if our association takes 
a firm stand withcut allowing itself to become the 
partisan of either party, such results can be pre- 
vented in the future. 

Rate wars are an injury to all parties, ruining 
the business of agents for years to come, and any 
company which attempts to carry out its designs 
by striking down all ageuts in any locality should 
be regarded as a common enemy and treated ac- 
cordingly. | 

That class of company which 
multiplying the number of its agents beyond the 
needs of business and appointing ignorant and 
incompetent persons, is also an enemy to the regu- 
lar agency force, and should receive our condem- 
nation. 

The success of the plan of county branch or- 
ganizations has been so great that our constitution 
should be so changed that this feature can be 
made a part of our law. For this purpose the 
executive committee has appointed a sub-commit- 
tee to draw up an amended constitution for the 
consideration of this meeting. 

The National association has introduced a bill 
into the United States Congress to provide for 
the payment of the war tax through the home 
offices of the companies. This bill should receive 
the indorsement of our association and a copy of 
our action be sent to each senator and congress- 
man from this State. 


Executive Committee’s Report. 


adopts a policy of 


The executive committee’s report was the 
most important document presented for the 
consideration of the convention. The report 
of Manager Ross was read in connection with 
it and treated on the organization work of 
that efficient officer. 

Manager Ross’ work was commended and 
the arrangement with him as the salaried offi- 
cer of the association continued. Mr. Geer 
is chairman of the executive committee and 
the admirable report which follows was prin- 
cipally written by him. The report deals with 
the vital issues before the agents of Ohio and 
was the subject of much praise. It reviews 
the general work of the association and out- 
lines what should be future It 
should be acctpted as a guide by those who 
have the laying. down of the policy in their 
hands. The pith of the report is as follows: 

The matters reported upon by the executive 
committee at the Cleveland meeting, and referred 
to the legislative committee for its action, were az 
follows: 

First—Non-resident brokers, and payment of 
brokerage to the same, either by agents or by 
authorized companies upon business in this State. 

Second—Previous suggestions by members as to 
county limitations in agency work, 

Third—The establishing of a state fire marshal 
bureau for the investigation of the causes of all 
fires, the manifest wish of a large number of 
agents. 

Fourth—A provision of some sort for the state 
supervision of agents, as well as of companies, 
likewise the wish of a large number of agents, and 
which matter has been taken up by the legislative 
comunittee, resulting in a bill being prepared, 
and now known as Senate Bill No. 68, and intro- 
duced by Senator Marchant. 

The state fire marshal bill, prepared by Superin- 
tendent Matthews, is actively supported by the 
legislative committee, whose members believe that 
its passage would depend upon funds being pro- 
vided for the maintaining of the fire marshal 
bureau. Senate Bill No. 68, known as the agents’ 
bill, with its provision of an annual license fee of 
$25, was intended to provide the revenue, and thus 
remove any objection Which either the executive 
or the legislative body of this State might enter- 
tain to the bill. 

We will add that the chairman of the executive 
committee. being, with President Jackson, also a 
member of the legislative committee, in company 
with him visited New York upon business of the 
association, and from there proceeded to Boston, 
and arranged with State Fire Marshal Whitcomb 
to address our state Legislature upon the subject 
of his work. Mr. Whitcomb, being an enthusiastic 
advocate of the importance of his work, promptly 
consented to make the address, which was de- 
livered on Friday, the Ist inst. A meeting of 
Columbus merchants and manufacturers was held 
on the same evening. and was also addressed 
by Mr. Whitcomb, resulting in the unanimous de- 
cision of all present to organize at once and work 
for the passage of the mill. The press reports 
that a petition. signed by policyholders represent- 
ing many millions of i has been pre- 


its course. 


Insurance, 
sented to the governor. asking for the passage of 
the bill, to the end that the fire waste of the 
State be reduced, and the fire tax lessened. 


The Agents’ Bill. 


Your committee regards the agents’ bill as one 
of great importance to agents, and its merits and 
demerits (if any) should be fairly and candidly dis- 
eussed at this meeting. The question is simply: 
Will the best interests of the assured. local agents 
and the companies be enhanced by the passage of 
the bill, resulting in the “greatest good to the 
greatest number’? We unhesitatingly vote ‘‘Yes.”’ 


The elevation of the standing of the local agent is 
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directly in the interest of safety and better service 
for the public. The bill in its provisions is as 
broad as the State itself. There are no schemes, 
no jobs, and no politics in it. 

It has been well said that, ‘Local agency work is 
in the nature of a public trust; when it comes into 
its own it will be an honored profession in which 
the shyster will receive scant courtesy. It is the 
delicate task of the agent to hold the scales evenly 
poised between the company and his customer. 
It is his duty to know his business, and to recog- 
nize and resist every practice inimical to fire in- 
surance as a vocation. He should understand all 
the niceties of the law of contract, and know the 
bearings of every policy condition. He should be 
cognizant of every important feature of physical 
hazard, a judge of values and familiar with com- 
mercial usages; he should know how to inspect a 
risk, adjust a loss, and many other things. To 
know all these things he must study and progress, 
and must take a pride in his vocation.” 

To properly conduct the business, he should give 
his whole time to it. He should not accept a 
crossroads agency, and thus be so limited in his 
field as to necessitate his running a country store, 
a justice office, an apothecary shup, a postoffice, 
or even combine fire insurance with the law and 
the gospel. He should be willing to show to a 
fair-minded, disinterested state official that he is 
mentally and morally equipped for his business, 
and pay a reasonable fee to the State for such 
official approval, and as an evidence of his inten- 
tion to enter and follow the business as his voca- 
tion, rather than to engage in it only as a make- 
shift or as a side issue, and such payment would 
tend to protect him from a horde of misfits and 
failures in other walks of life, who would then 
seek some other avocation, in which experimenting 
might not be so costly as it would be to the 
yatron of fire insurance. The cost of their errors 
s all included in the fire tax, although not “‘sep- 
arately and specifically mentioned,’’ and the in- 
crease in the fire tax is borne by all insurers. 

The bill limits the territory of the approved 
agent to the county in which his office is located, 
with discriminating power to the superintendent 
to add one or more contiguous counties for ‘‘good 
reason.”’ For instance, a business center might 
be near a county line, and thus its business be 
drawn in part from a contiguous county, and such 
fact would constitute a “good reason” for includ- 
ing a contiguous county in the certificate. ‘‘Out- 
side’ risks are notoriously unprofitable, their own- 
ers seeking insurance at distant points for the 
reason that at home their reputations may be un- 
savory, or the risks may contain inflammable con- 
ditions which the owner neglects or refuses to 
correct, and the consequent abnormal loss must be 
borne by the honest, careful insurer in an in- 
creased fire tax, Frequent inspections of risks by 
competent agetts will prevent fires, by discovering 
their causes and securing their removal. A dis- 
tant risk will not be frequently inspected. 

Each county is fairly entitled to the full benefit 
of the tax upon the premises on risks located 
in said county, and such tax should not be paid 
to another county, nor to the State. This exist- 
ing irrecularity is covered by the Dill. 

The bill prohibits policy writing by companies 
except through their local agents, to the end that 
the State shall receive the tax and the local agent 
be protected against loss of his commissiogs, 
which he is entitled to receive under all fair com- 
mercial usage. 

It also prohibits the payment of a commission to 
any person not duly authorized as an agent, and 
no person can be duly authorized except his office 
and principal place of business is located in this 
State. Piratical non-resident brokers are thus 
excluded from demanding a share of the agents’ 
commissions or an extra commission which would 
add to the average expense rate of the business 
and so increase the fire tax unnecessarily. 

Moreover, it is well known that brokers are con- 
nected with no companies, and they are bound by 
no ties or responsibilities. No risk is so dangerous 
or its owner so disreputable that some broker will 
not undertake to find a company to insure it. 
The broker, as a class, is an unnecessary middle- 
man, who increases both expenses and losses. 
The system is a bad one and should be extermin- 
ated from our State. It is the universal practice 
of some brokers to seek out the head office of a 
trust, whose properties are located in various 
States, and then arrange to control the entire busi- 
ness by agreeing to allow to the trust the entire 
commission which they may succeed by their 
“hold-up” methods in wringing out of the carn- 
ings of the local agent, and then charge a small 
percentage on the large volume of premium con- 
trolled by them as their compensation. They in- 
sist upon the use of bad forms, which give the 
“trust’’ still further advantage over the smaller 
property owner. Such are some of the reasons 
(from the policyholders’ point of view) why the 
bill should pass, and which have doubtless oc- 
eurred to many of you, and at the risk of duplicat- 
ing the statement of such reasons in the report 
of the legislative committee, we have stated. them 
here, and trust that you will present these and 
other good reasons for the passage of the bill to 
your representatives in the legislature. 


Other Measures. 


Work for the repeal of the valued policy law 
should be begun and with the co-operation of in- 
telligent policyholders, who can be readily con- 
vineed of the viciousness of the law, it can no 
doubt eventually be repealed, or essentially modi- 
fied. 

The multiple agency evil, to which the National 
association is now giving attention, should soon 
receive our attention by methods co-operative with 
those of the National association. * ° 

The important work now being done in New 
York by the committee of twenty-seven, composed 
of officers of our companies, it is hoped will bring 
some relief to the situation, and that the com- 
panies in their common adversity will work out 
some plan of salvation which shall lead us all out 
of the depths which threaten to engulf us. * * * 

The premium puller has been in demand in the 
past, but the day of the local underwriter is al- 
ready dawning—association work among local 
agents is inereasing—in nearly every State, and 
we look forward to the coming of the National 
meeting at Milwaukee with intense interest. Let 
Ohio send one hundred earnest workers to that 
convention, in addition to the regular delegates 
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and alternates, which the president at this meet. 
ing should be authorized to appoint. 

fn the coming year let us heartily support the 
new Officers and executive committee, who shajj 
be elected to guide the work of the association 
Work earnestly for our association, in season and 
out of season. You will find much to encourage 
you if you will oniy look for it. Our association 
is in the very fore-front of all the state associa. 
tions, and let us keep it there. 

It is a power for good which many of us do not 
even realize. When we remember the small be 
ginning in this city three years ago and note the 
steady growth of the movement we have every. 
thing to encourage us. With our manager relieved 
from legislative work, he will soon be free to take 
up the work of county organization, and we look 
to a completion of this important work in the 
next few months. 

Let “Onward and upward”’ be our motto. 


Resolutions Adopted. 
The following are the resolutions framed hy 
the committee on that subject and adopted by 


the association: 


Resolved, That work for the repeal of the valued 
policy law be vigorously pushed and that the eo. 
operation of policyholders throughout the State 
they being most deeply interested in the reduction 
of the fire tax, be sought to this end. 

Resolved, That whereas the present demoraliza- 
tion of the business is largely due to the multiple 
agency system, this association condemns the in- 
crease in the number of agents and pledges its 
influence in co-operation with the National associa- 
tion, in its efforts to obtain a reorganization of the 
business of the State on a single agency basis, 

Resolved, That this association approves the 
method adopted by the executive committee for 
the prosecution of its work through the managerial 
system and pledges its hearty support toward a 
continuance of the plan during the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That this association seriously depre- 
eates any action, upon the part of either companies 
or agents, tending to cause demoralization or pre- 
cipitate rate wars in any locality. and therefore 
tenders its good offices for the purpose of arbitrat- 
ing disputes or differences that may aris: between 
companies and agents. 

Resolved, That this association approves 
establishment of county orgatizations and 
handling of its work through them. 

Resolved, That this association heartily com- 
mends the bill now pending before the United 
States Congress, known as Bill No. 6252, advocating 
the collection of the war revenue directly from the 
companies and urges favorable consideration 
thereon by the senators and representatives from 
the State of Ohio, to each of whom a copy of this 
resolution shall be sent. 

Resolved, That this association express its sense 
of its many obiigations to Superintendent of Insur- 
ance Matthews for the uniform courtesy and kind- 
ness extended by him to the members of the asso- 
ciation, and for the excellent administration of all 
the affairs in his department 


The New Association Officers. 


As forecasted in telegraphic dispatches to 
this paper last issue, A. William Neale was 
elected president. Chairman Geer of the ex- 
ecutive committee declined another term, on the 
plea that the chairman should be located in 
the same city with Manager Ross. ° 

F. C. McElroy, of Columbus was selected 
by the new committee to act as their chairman. 
The new officers are: 

Presdlent, A. W. Neale, Cleveland; vice-president, 
J. Gano Wright, Cincinnati; second vice-president, 
O. V. Parrish. Hamilton; secretary, Charles W. 
Bryson, Columbus; treasurer, W. J. Eilber, Colum- 
bus; executive committee, F. C. McElroy, chair- 
man, Columbus: T. H. Geer. Cleveland; Louis L. 
Rauh, Cincinnati; Merwin Jackson, Toledo; C. A. 
Farnham, Cineinanti: ©. . Leech, Uhrichsville; 
T. E. Dye. Urbana: Wm. A. Wallace, Chillicothe; 
J. H. Mendenhall, Piqua: Allen Heilawell, Youngs- 
town; C. E. Bedwell, Columbus. 
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Columbus Agents as Hosts. 


The Columbus local agents formed them- 
selves into a reception committee and their 
praises were loudly sung by the visiting insur- 
ance men. Wednesday night they tendered the 
association a “smoker” at the Chittenden, at 
which the height of good cheer and delightfully 
informal and cordial fellowship prevailed. 

About fifty were present, and led by Charles 
Falstaff Bedwell the entire party formed itself 
into a story-telling. cigar-smoking, sandwich- 
-ating, mirth-provoking circle, which made the 
welkin ring. Details as to this affair would be 
superfluous, but a complete record of every- 
thing said and done, including all the stories, 
will shortly appear in book form, compiled and 
edited by C. A. Farnham and J. R. Sutton. 


THE SITUATION AT WHEELING. 

Wheeling, the metropolis and insurance cen- 
ter of West Virginia, is in a healthy condition, 
insurance-wise as well as otherwise, though 
several of the large manufacturing plants have 
gone outside for insurance. The entire line 
of the Riverside Iron Works, including sev- 
eral plants and properties, has gone to the 
New England mutuals, at the ridiculously low 
rate of 17 cents. The Laughlin mill of Mar- 
tin’s Ferry, O., Z2tna-Standard of Bridgeport, 
O., and La Belle of Wheeling have recently 
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gone into the American Tin Plate trust, caus- 
jing a good deal of insurance formerly written 
at Wheeling to go out of town. The local 
board held a special meeting a few daws ago 
and reduced the rate on the La Belle mill from 
1.25 to 1 per cent, to meet a rate offered from 
New York to the insurance department of 
the trust. This seems strange, in view of the 
fact that the New York Insurance Exchange 
has a rule to uphold local board rates, wher- 
ever property is located, and the line is a 
little heavy for responsible outsiders. 


AGENTS ACT AT CLEVELAND. 


Companies Having Two Classes of Representa- 
tives Are Suspended-—Situation Is Clearer. 
On March 15 local agents of Clevelaud, 

signers of the rate agreement having compan 

ies also represented by mnon-signers, ceased 
writing for companies not acting in harmony 
with the provisions of the agreement. The 

Western of Canada has taken up its Seymour 

agency. The National of Connecticut, also in 

this office, is suspended in its other three of- 
fices. The New York Underwriters, American 

Central, Glens Falls and New Hampshire, on 

account of failure to qualify, also stand sus- 

pended, and will lose considerable business. 

It is the consensus of opinion that in the course 

of the next week or ten days the situation in 

Cleveland will be very much simplified. 

None of the companies at the present time 
suspended by the signers will cause any ap- 
prehension on the part of agents, as they have 
at different times signified their willingness to 
espouse the case of the local agents. It is 
confidently expected that both Seymour and 
Schlaudecker will eventually fall into line and 
sign the agreement. It is either this alterna- 
tive or loss of their companies. This the 
signers are determined on, knowing they have 
the support of the companies in their efforts 
to effect a radical reform in that city. 

This proposition is not aimed at any particu- 
lar agent or agents, but it is intended to cover 
the whole ground. 

The writing of mercantile buildings in Cleve- 
land for a term of years has never been per- 
mitted, but on account of the aggressive action 
on the part of the Tidd and Shanklin agencies 
for this class of business, the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau will probably promulgate term rates 
for this class of business. 


THE HARTFORD AND WEST VIRGINIA. 

The fact as stated in some quarters that the 
Hartford had instructed its special agent not 
to join the West Virginia Underwirters Asso- 
ciation because of the elimination of the com- 
mission question, seems tc be altogether un- 
founded. It is learned from an officer of the 
association that it was the intention of Special 
Agent Dugan to be present at the recent meet- 
ing, and a letter from him to that effect was 
received. This rumor was probably started 
from the fact that Mr. Dugan was unable to 
attend the meeting, and it is the opinion of 
those in authority that the Hartford will lend 
its support to the organization, and from re- 
cent correspondence there ds no reason to 
believe it will not become members thereof. 

+ 
DEATH OF J. A. MOORE AND WIFE. 

Underwriters all over Ohio will regret to 
learn of the death of J. A. Moore of Ply- 
mouth, the old-time adjuster and special agent 
of the Cooper, and also of his wife. Mr. 
Moore died on the same day last week on 
which his wife’s funeral occurred. Mr. Moore 
was one of the best known and best liked 
field men in Ohio, and retired from active 
service with the Cooper about two years ago. 


+ 


++ 
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THE WEST VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION. 

The impression seems to be gaining ground 
that the West Virginia Fire Underwriters As- 
sociation will be able to effectually control the 
Situation in West Virginia. Since the meeting 





in Wheeling on the 6th of February, a num- 
ber of companies have asked to have their 
names enrolled as members, and it is ex- 
pected that the next meeting of the associa- 
tion at Parkersburg on April 24th will be a 
rousing one, as nearly all the companies that 
are not now represented in the association 
have expressed their intention to be present 
at that meeting. 
> aa 
THE BIG FIRE AT PIQUA. 

The thirty-press mill of the National Linseed 
Oil Co., located at Piqua, Ohio, was destroyed 
by fire on the night of March 19. This mill 
is owned by the linseed oil trust, whose prop- 
erty is placed by Fred S. James & Co. of 
Chicago. The following is the insurance on 
the mill under the general form: 





Equitable F.&M..$2,500 | Traders, IIL. $4,000 
German, Freeport 2,500 | Queen .... ...... 3,500 
: Werenree. .... British America .. 3. 
Scottish Union .. 5,000 | Prov., Wash. 
Magdeburg .. .... 5 | Western, Can.-... 2,5 
Commercial Union 4, Fire Assn. .... 
National, Conn. | Phenix, N. Y. 

Nat'l, Cincinnati. 1, | ‘Thurin.-Amer, 5 
Springfield er i ‘atoh 6 in eabe pee 
London ...... Spring Garden .. 2,500 
Concordia ———- 
Hartford .... | Total $45,000 





Stock in mill: 
Franklin .... 


Phoenix, Hart. ... 





DE sees. wen State, N. 

Rochester, Ger.... 2, l’alatine ee b000 
North British .... 2. | Spring Garden ... 
Westchester .. North Amer. 

Phoenix, Hart. | Hartford 

Western, Tor | Imperial .... 
British-America | Milw. Mach. 2,5 
Security, Conn. Queen ba evente ’ 
Phila. Und. |} Cincinnati .... J 
State, Pa. | North Ger., N. ¥ ‘ 
rie ee | Manhattan .... .. 
ee | Fire Assn. ....... 2, 
Be Ba! weeds | Norwich Union .. 1, 
Continental Merchants, N. J... 2, 
Royal Exch. .... 4, | Firemans, N. J. .. 2 
Northern, Eng. ... 3 | North British .... 28 
Sun, England | Greenwich . 2.5 
BEE ~naen sires ee N. ¥. Und, . 25 
Connecticut .. 5,000 | —_—— | 
Columbia - 1,000 | Total ..... .8119,500 


The Piqua Milling Co.’s flour mill was also 
destroyed. There were 7,000 bushels of wheat 


and 300 barrels of flour in the mill. 
Saw a 
MIAMISBURG TOBACCO Loss. 
The fire which involved Rothschild & Bros’. 
tobacco warehouse at Miamisburg, March 14, 
caused a loss that will probably be total. The 


following is the insurance on the stock: 


German, Ill. ..... $3,500 | Delaware .... ...$5,000 
Ohio Farmers .... 2,500 | Buffalo Germen.. 2,000 
Cincinnati .... 3,000 | Mechanics .. .... 2,500 
Fidelity, Balt. 3,000 Mercantile F.&M.. 2,500 
Western, Pa. .... 2,000 American Cent. .. 2,500 
Citizens, Mo. .... 4.000 | Agricultural .. 2,500 
Manhattan .... .. 3,000 | North Ger., N. Y. 1,800 
Scot. U. & N. ... 5,000 | Caledonian .. .. 3,000 
Queen ...... .... 5,000 | Phoenix .... ..... 2,500 
Lancashire .... 5,500 Westchester ..... 5,000 
Greenwich .... 5,000 | Imperial : 3,000 
Western Und. .... 5,000 | Citizens, Pa. .... 2,500 
Fire Assn. .... 5,000 | Firemens, N. J 2,000 
London Assur, 5,000 | Royal Ex. .. 1,500 
I Sw kasi 2,500 | Roston .... ...... 2,000 
Concordia .... ... 2.500 | Buffalo Com. .... 2,200 
Atlas, Eng. 3,500 | Lumbermans .. .. 4,000 
Lion hemes 1,800 | N. Y. Underw.... 1,700 
Magdeburg 10,000 | Firemens, Md. 1,800 
Pennsylvania 3,000 | —_—— 
Franklin, O. 2,000 Total - ++ ++ «$136,300 
GUUS 0600 Sednen 4,500 | 
+: ++ 


UNION SPECIAL AGENTS’ PETITION. 

The special agents of union companies in 
Ohio sent in a petition to the Union asking 
that mutual companies be exempt from sepa- 
ration. The specials feel that mutual com- 
panies can hardly be called competition and 
they materially interfere with agents sepa- 
rating. 

aa + 
SWISHER CIGAR FIRE AT COLUMBUS. 

There has been much discussion over the 
fire in the Swisher cigar factory on West 
Broad street, Columbus, and it may yet re- 
sult in an investigation of the water works de- 
partment. It seems that there was no water 
in one of the mains, and before the department 
could get to work, because of this, the building 
and all its contents were destroyed. Superin- 
tendent Lauer of the department asked that the 
matter be looked into and asserted that the 
hydrants had not been looked after properly, 
but later it seems as if he entered a denial of 
the statements he had made, and matters were 





If 





hushed up for a time. The people and the 
newspapers have been very active in the mat- 
ter, however, and may yet force an investiga- 
tion of the manner in which the water is looked 


after. The entire loss is placed at $100,000, 
with insurance in Lauterbach & Eilber’s 
agency. 

+e Saad 


THE OHIO FIRE MARSHAL BILL. 

Senator Hanna’s bill providing for a state fire 
marshal was brought up ir the Ohio Senate 
Tuesday afternoon, and Senator Lawrence of- 
fered an amendment which would reduce the 
salaries fixed by the bill from $2,500 per year 
for the fire marshal to $1,800 per year, and 
for his assistants from $1,800 and $1,500 re- 
spectively, to $1,200 and $1,000. This called 
out quite a discussion, and Senator Marchant 
spoke at length on the question. The amend- 
ment was finally defeated, and Wednesday, 
March 28, at 10 o’clotk, was the time ap- 
pointed for it to be taken up and put upon its 
passage. This action was taken that the bill 
might be printed in its amended form. 


OHIO AND W. VA. NOTES. 


John Deshler has entered into partnership 
at Cincinnati with George Lahusen, the firm 
being Lahusen & Co. 


Point Pleasant, W. Va., agents are now 
sending their daily report through Stamping 
Secretary Chamberlain at Charleston. 


Joseph Mason of Bellefontaine, Ohio, has 
formed a partnership with J. C. Walters at 
Marion, and will conduct an insurance agency. 


Messrs. Lohmeyer & Goshorn, general 
agents, have recently made the following 
agency appointments in West Virginia: H. 
J. Wagoner, Palatine, Romney, W. Va.; A. S. 
Boggess, Aachen and Munich, Pt. Pleasant, 
W. Va.; H. F. Rymer, National and Nether- 
lands, Penusboro, W. Va. 


Carl H. Smith, who has been assistant in- 
spector at the Dayton office of the Ohio In- 
spection Bureau for the past eighteen months, 
has been appointed special agent and inspector 
for Ohio of the German of Freeport. He will 
be under his father, State Agent Thomas H. 
Smith, which, with his satisfactory work, un- 
der Inspector Foster at Dayton, bespeaks for 
him a successful career in the field. 


Senator Sieber has introduced a bill in the 
Ohio senate which amends the statutes in re- 
gard to mutual insurance companies in such 
a manner that any mutual company organized 
in that State and doing business in other States 
may accumulate and maintain a permanent 
fund equal to the amount of net cash assets 
those states require companies from other 
States to have in order to do business in 
them. 


Senator Long has introduced a foreign 
company discrimination tax bill in the Ohio 
Legislature. The bill provides that foreign 
companies shall pay a tax of 5 per cent on 
‘premiums, in addition to the 2 per cent tax 
now levied on all outside companies. In view 
of the fact that the loss ratio of foreign com- 
panies in Ohio last year was 99.4 per cent 
of the premiums, if for no other reason it is 
highly improbable that the bill will be seri- 
ously considered. 


The report of the Zanesville, O.. fire depart- 
ment for the year 1899 has been filed by Chief 
Tanner. The report shows the loss by fire on 
buildings during that time to be $5,354. The 
loss on stock for the same period was $4,384. 
The insurance on buildings was $74,625, and 
on stock $60,395. The loss on stock not in- 
sured was $510. There were 109 runs made 
during the year, thirteen of which were made 
upon false alarms, leaving ninety-six actual 
fires during the year. 


Alonzo Emerine, of Emerine & Berrenger, 
at Fostoria, having the largest agency in the 
city, has sold his interest to W. D. Heckert, 
and the business will hereafter be done in 
the name of Berrenger & Heckert. Mr. Hee- 
kert is a clerk in the First National Bank, of 
which Mr. Emerine is cashier. He will con- 
tinue in his present position and work fire 
insurance during his leisure hours. Mr. Fm- 
erine has been in the business since 1872, but 
for several years all outside work has been 
done by his different partners. 
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MICHIGAN’ S RECORD FOR 1899. 


The Fire Insurance Companies Fared Exceed- 
ingly Well Last Year in Con- 
trast to Other States. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER publishes 
the complete Michigan fire returns for 1899 
in comparative form, with the 
1898, giving the premiums, and loss 
ratios by companies for each year. After a 
year of exceedingly heavy losses the country 
over, it is refreshing to take up the Michigan 
figures and note practically a repetition of 
the good year that went before. Not since 
the disastrous year of 1893, when records were 
bad generally, has Michigan approached an 
unhealthy ratio, and that was in 1896, 
when it ran up to 68.5 per cent, which, how- 
ever, was counteracted in 1897 by a drop 
to 40 per cent. In 1808 the ratio was 55.7 
per cent, and for 1899 the average is 55.9 per 
cent. The totals-show a decrease in premi- 
ums of about $65,000, with a decrease in losses 
of $25,000, but the premium account is com- 
fortably proportioned at $4,412,000. 

The Company Classes. 


figures for 


losses 


loss 


The business of the home companies shows 
a falling off of about $18,000, but there was 
really an increase of more than this amount 
among the three remaining companies, the 
Saginaw Valley having reinsured with $39,000 
premiums for the year 1898. The losses of 
the Michigan companies increased about $18,- 
000, bringing their ratio up to 55 per cent, as 
against 46.1 per cent the previous year. The 
business of other United States stock compa- 
nies, amounting to $2,724,000, shows a very 
slight increase in loss ratio, less than 1 per 
cent, while the rash ratio of foreign compa- 
nies is cut down by 2.5 per cent, the premiums 
amounting to ney Sind g an increase of $16,- 
ooo. It will be seen that the foreign com- 
panies have, comparatively, the best record 
for the year, with their ratio of 53.3 per cent. 
The ratio of other United States companies 
is 57.4 per cent, with the Michigan companies 
a happy medium. 

The Premium Rank. 

Below is a table showing the rank as to pre- 
miums written of the fourteen companies writ- 
ing over $75,000 in the year: The Grand 
Rapids made nice increase, $23,000. The 
L. & L. & G. dropped off $17,000, while the 
Home came up $15,000. The Continental made 
a gain of $12,000, and the Phenix lost $10,- 
ooo. As a whole, the leaders made an excel- 
lent showing. As usual, very heavy loss 
ratios are noticeable among the brokerage 
companies and those of like class. 

The following shows the rank of the four- 
teen highest premium companies: 





1899. 189s. 
Rk.Prms, Rk. Prms. Rk.t 
Hartford ............1 193,109 1 200,165 1 
Grand Rapids ........2 157,556 2 134,471 4 
L. & L. & G. 3 117,584 3 131,036 2 
Home “eT 4 108.935 6 93,748 6 
North America -..5 105,448 4 112,081 5 
( Jontinental Se , 68 86,068 9 
Com'l Union we adnan 3,568 8 
| h 2 Sepeee 8 82,631 11 
Ee. 93,117 10 
Connecticut . skate 85,469 17 
SD hic’ &. 6 icy am aeantn ‘ 7 72,76) 12 
MONEE cscceces cede de MIS TL 14 
Fire Assn. ..........13 77,68 13 oo 7 
Hanover .... .......14 76,655 16 3,482 22 69, 807 


The Best 25 Loss Ratios. 
The following exhibits best 25 loss ratios 
oi companies with over $10,000 losses: 





Prems, Losses. Ratio. 

Springfield F. & M.......1 47,234 12,091 25 
American, N. J. ve 2 36, 532 10,080 
L. & L. & G. ; 3 44,167 
Manchester ...... t 19,055 
Glens Falls ... Oe 10,526 
See 27,318 
National, Conn. ‘ 2 31,222 
Northwestern .... ...... 8 19,607 
Milwaukee Mech. |..... 9 24,251 
American Central ......16 11,172 
Rochester German ......11 10,130 
xh» os ¢ . 12 38, 468, 
Concordia Sewes ane 27,714 
SS eee” 11,409 

3 ae . 39.999 
British Ame rica 16 29, lll 13,881 











Grand Rapids ..........17 157,556 5,732 48.0 
London .... eee 30.330 14,626 8.2 
Norwich Union ........19 46,795 22,267 48.8 
Connecticut ..... atou ce 82,674 40,916 49.4 
Western Assurance ....21 38,669 20,589 51.2 
Franklin, Pa. ..........22 20,295 10,427 = 51.3 
Homburg. Bremen .. ....23 28,447 14,623 51.4 

Girard F. & M. ........% 23,220 12,154 52.2 
Empetial .....2 % ay -;) 50,585 27,054 1 





The Worst £25 Loss Ratios. 
Below is a record of the worst 25 loss ratios 
of companies deing over $10,000 business: 
Prems. Losses. Ratio. 





Netherlands | 
ae a Sed cdepecxae a 
Capital | RRS | 
Pheenix, Conn. .4 
Lion ; é - 5 
Reliance . 6 
ES ee 7 
Vrussian Nat’l. . 8 
Merchants, N. ee 
North America .-19 
Pennsylvania 11 
Palatine ib abnei .12 
CR icit-sen cikesesns pce 
*) > eae 
ae 
Security, Conn. ........16 
RR 
Western Underw. ......18 
££. ee 
7 "EE Py Sere 
Com’l, Union ..........2i 
Niegara .... a aba de we 
New Hampshire on bau 
eS Rees 
Germania, i, a 


THE PENTWATER LOSS. 

Michigan has again been the victim of a 
quarter of a million dollar fire, this time the 
flames destroying the magnificent plant of the 
Pentwater Bedstead Company of Pentwater, 
Mich. The fire occurred March 15, and in 
two hours completely destroyed both buildings 
which composed the plant. The company fig- 
ures the loss at approximately $250,000, The 
total insurance amounted to $82,250.00, carried 
by the following companies: 





eee .«. -$2,500 | Western, Tor. . ..$3,500 
Phenix, N. ¥. .... 48004 Grtent .... ...- 1,500 
North Germar .. 2,000 | N., B. & M. 3,000 
Caledonian 3,000 | Lancashire ...... 3,500 
Hanover 3,500 Sx} 4,750 
Connecticut Eee D POUGE cece ceccse 4,000 
Transatlantic 2,500 | No. America ..... 4,000 
Niagara 6 peat le © ee . wees .. 3,000 
National, Conn. 3,000 | Milwaukee Fire .. 1.000 
Northern, Eng. 2,000 | Fire Assn. ....... 3,500 
Palatine .. ...... 2,000 | Sun, Eng. ........ 1,500 
Imperial ......... 3,500 | Com’l Union 5.500 
Home .. ...- 4,000 | ——— 
Globe & Rut. 500 Total . $82,250 
Phenix, Eng. 4,500 | 
++ + 


DETROIT STEEL WORKS’ LOSS. 

Since the Detroit Steel & Spring Works 
fire, which occurred the latter part of Febru- 
ary, there has been considerable speculation 
and interest among the agents to find out who 
had the line, and in exactly what companies 
and for what amount. For the last fifteen 
years, up to last June, F. O. Davenport con- 
trolled the entire line of insurance, amounting 
to $58,000. Last June, without any explanation, 
other than “cheaper insurance,” Mr. Davenport 
lost the line, it being understood to have been 
written through Chicago in the junior fac- 
tory mutuals and other companies of like ilk 
at a net rate of about 35 cents, on consideration 
that the insurance be increased to $97,000 
That the mutuals were the only losers by the 
transaction will be proven when the total loss 
of $97,000 has been paid. There has been 
much secrecy in the adjustment, and the au- 
thorities would like to put their finger on the 
right people, who would probably have to.an- 
swer questions in regard to doing business in 
Michigan without a license. 

+e +> 
APPOINTED MICHIGAN STATE AGENTS. 

The Potomac Fire, of Washington, D. C., 
has entered Michigan, and has appointed 
Bierce & Sage, of Detroit, state agents. The 
Potomac is the consolidation of two local com- 


“c 


panies, and is considered a strong, conservative 
institution. It will establish agencies through- 
out the State. 

The United States Fire, which has been rep- 
resented in Michigan for many years by Jaines 
A. Jones of Detroit, as state agent, will at 
the expiration of its ninety days’ contract enter 
the Bierce & Sage state agency. Mr. Jones 
is still general agent for Michigan of the 
Western, of Toronto, and Granite State. This 


gives Bierce & Sage the state agency of the 
Concordia, Capital, Potomac and United 
States. Mr. Sage will proceed to place the 
United States and Potomac generally through 
the State. When Bierce & Sage dissolved 
partnership on account of the Union’s separa- 
tion rule, Mr. Bierce took the union company, 
the Citizens, of St. Louis, and Mr. Sage the 
non-union companies. Mr. Sage decided to re- 
tain the firm name of Bierce & Sage, while 
Mr. W. B. Bierce conducts his business tinder 
his own name. 

Mr. Sage has appointed as Detroit agents 
for the United States, Thos. F. Hancock, 
Forbes Robertson and E. A. Waterfall. 


ee ++ 
MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 

The following are recent Michigan fire ap- 
pointments: 

American, N. J.—E. G. 
B. Bera, Sunfield. 
Ameue. N. Y.—Isaac Ver Lee, Zeeland. 

Caledonian—t Yhauncy M. Van Every, Bronson: 
Samuel L. Wallace, Carleton ; George E. Brenner, 
Clare; H. H. Wright & Co. Port Huron; Chisholm 
Me Kay, Quincy; John F. Cullen, Wayue. 
Commercial Union, Eng.—Anson F. Wright, Iron 
Mountain. 
Delaware—Ciark, 
troit 

Home—Herbert N. 
State of Llinois—M. 
Theo. Feldmann & Son, Detroit; Chas, 
Brown, Detroit; Henry Ohrns, Detroit. 
Manchester—Henry Grinneil & Son, Grand Rap- 
ids; A. A. Garlock, Sebewa; John L. Pregitzer, 
Sebewaing. 

Milwaukee Fire—Conrad Fey, Saginaw, E. 
Milwaukee Mechanics—W. S. Martindale, enniiel 
Niagara—J. E. Seaver, Burr Oak; John M. Mor- 
ris, Brown City; George E. Brenner, Clare; Alonzo 
E. Kenaston, Hastings; W. E. Littell, Orion. 
Northwestern National—Jos. H. Hayes, Decatur; 
J. R. Edwards, Dowagiac; John A. Barnes, Mason; 
Crocker & Knight, Mt. Clemens; George A. Potts, 


Hackney, Montrose; W, 


Farnsworth & Lucking, De. 
Hayes, Alma. 

Gore Van Antwerp, Detroit; 
Franklin 


Saranac; J. S. Dunkin, Threc Rivers; John F. 
Cullen, Ww ayne. 

Queen, N. Y.—Spear & Lewis, Bay City; J. B. 
Thomas, Cassopolis; J. A. Palmer, Chelsea; Fred 
M. Younglove. Constantine; Chas. H. Meshew, 


Dowagiac; A. J. Kellogg, Durand; Abbie C. Harris, 
Eaton Rapids: W. E. Scott, Fenton; Byron Defen- 
dorf, Fowlerville; Ste — nh N. Loveland, Galesburg; 
a D. posanam. Homer; Joel J. Nash, Marcellus; 

C. A. Hough, } Nashville: L. A. Babbitt, Northville; 


E. J. Rose, Otsego; E. P. Lombard, Plymouth; 
Frank Hale, Rochester: J.« Earle Brown, St. 
Johns; 


Chas. L, Lowell, Union City; John H. Me- 
Master, Vicksburg. 

Reliance—Richard G. Carney, Bay City. 
Security, Conn.—J. W. Lovett, Colon. 
Thuringia—J. W. Helme, Adrian. 


++ ++ 

CAMPBELL’S CANDIDACY FOR GOVERNOR. 

Insurance men in Michigan are taking con- 
siderable interest in the announcement of Milo 
D. Campbell, former insurance commissioner 
of Michigan, and now president of the State 
Tax Commission for the Republican nomina- 
tion ‘for governor. Mr. Campbell's opposition 
to all corporations and his advocacy of _ the 
Pingree —_ will make him a strong candi- 
date br . 
subject “ taxation of iictpaientlait, and his 
general opposition to monied interests of this 
kind, insurance people will view him with con- 
siderable alarm. 


owine " “= s 


++ 


ROYAL'S MICHIGAN SPECIAL AGENCY. 

The Royal has not yet appointed a special 
agent for Michigan, although it had abont 
concluded negotiations with a gentleman of 
Detroit. It has two plans under considera- 
tion, one which will give L. C. Stark, for- 
merly Wisconsin state agent, but now super- 
vising state agent for Wiscensin and Illinois, 
charge over Michigan, appointing an assist- 
ant in the field. The other plan is to continue 
its former system of having an independent 
field man in Michigan. Nothing will be done 
until Law Bros., return from the 
union meeting. 


managers, 


++ ++ 
BAMLET & MILLER DISSOLVE. 

The well-known firm of Bamlet & Miller of 
Detroit have dissolved partnership, and E. C 
Miller will go it alone, having succeeded to 
The agency was formerly out- 
side the club and did 


the business. 
a business throughout 
Michigan as general agents for a number of 
New York brokerage companies and Lloyds. 
A few months ago it resigned all non-union 
companies and since then has confined its, 
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work to a local representation of union com- 
panies at Detroit. Mr. Bamlet retires from 
the business and Mr. Miller will remove the 
office from the Bamlet building to West Fourth 


street. 
++ + 


DETROIT’S PUBLIC PROPERTY UNPROTECTED. 

A small blaze in the city hall at Detroit was 
the cause for investigating as to insurance car- 
ried on city property. Practically none of De- 
troit’s vast public buildings have been in- 
sured for the last twelve years, but it is thought 
a sinking fund should be established, -to be 
drawn on in case of loss by fire. There is 
about $5,000,000 invested in public buildings 
by the city, and this should certainly be pro- 
tected in some way, either by the establish- 
ment of a fund for the purpose, or by at least 
a-certain per cent of insurance in authorized 
companies. 


MICHIGAN NOTES. 
Geo. E. Brenner opens an agency at Clare, 
Mich. 
W. H. Launstein has purchased the agency 
of W. E. McKenzie at Owosso, Mich. 


J. Will Marvin of Hillsdale has unionized 
by resigning the Germania and Continental. 


The L. & L. & G. has transferred from Frank 
H. Whitney at Detroit to Ira Worcester & 
Son. 


I.. H. Fox of Detroit has been appointed 
general agent for Michigan of the New York 
Fire. 


Schobert and Erickson succeed to the 
agencies of Bates and Schobert, and G. H. 
Schobert at Ironwood, Mich. 


Leo K. Hennes, of Hennes & Lambrecht, 
Detroit, has purchased the interest of Mr. 
Lambrecht as of February ist, and will con- 
duct the business in his own name. 


John Rowson has gone into the insuratce 
business at Grand Rapids with the Royal Ex- 
change, Detroit and Michigan. He has fre- 
quently been employed as appraiser by the 
companies. 


E, E. Winsor of Grand Rapids has sold his 
agency to Boer & Hardy, transferring the 
Royal, Queen, Aachen and Munich, United 
Fisemens and Traders. Mr. Winsor will here- 
after devote his time to the Fidelity and Cas- 
ualty. 


The Joseph Fleshiem Insurance Agency was 
organized last Friday at Menominee, Mich., 
with a capital stock of $10,000. The incor- 
porators are Isaac Stephenson, Jr., president; 
R. E. Jennings, secretary; George L. Stephen- 
son, treasurer. H. W. Packer was chosen su- 
perintendent. 


It has developed that Charles F. Mitchell 
of Chicago was a silent partner and backer of 
O. J. Watkins of Detroit, when that individual 
was operating his tontine scheme, and at the 
same time representing the Traders of New 
York, of which Mitchell was manager, as De- 
troit special agent. 


The following companies were on the Arm- 
strong Manufacturing Company's loss, at 
Flint, Mich.; State of Pa., Manchester, Scot- 
tish Union, Philadelphia Underwriters, Hart- 
ford, American Fire, Hanover, Northern, Et- 
na, Caiedonian, Magdeburg, and London, 
$2,500 each; L.& L & G., $5,000; United Fire- 
mens, $1,000. 

Detroit is to have a new fire boat, to be built 
by the Detroit Shipbuilding Company, to cost 
$90,000. The fire boat now in use will probably 
be made to answer the purpose until the new 
boat is completed, which will be in about six 
months. The Detroit will then be laid up 
until an appropriation is made to provide for 
a new steel hull, at a cost of $50,000. 





Senator Lawrence has introduced a bill in 
the Ohio Legislature providing for the organi- 
zation of non-partisan fire boards in cities of 
the second and third grade of the second ciass, 
such as Zanesville and others of that size. Upon 
Petition of 200 taxpayers, it provides that the 
city council shall submit the question of putting 
the fire department upon a non-partisan basis 
and under the control of a fire board, consisting 
of four members, two from each of the leading 
Political parties, 


“ILLINOIS. STATE CIRCLES. 


ILLINOIS AGENTS ARE ENTHUSED. 


Successful and Profitable Meeting of the State 
Local Ranks in Chicago—Salient 
Points Brought Out. 

There were some features in the meeting 
of the Illinois Association of Local Fire In- 
surance Agents at Chicago last week that 
stood out prominently. It was the first meet- 
ing, and hence was a critical event, as the 
future success of the association depended 
largely upon it. 

The goodly number of agents in the State 
outside of Chicago that were present; all of 
the highest type, representative men in their 
section, stamped the movement with serious- 
ness. The absence of ihe radical and rash 
reformer and the firebrand crusader was most 
auspicious. 

President Woodworth of the National As- 
sociation struck the keynote at the very out- 
set, and it was manifest throughout the meet- 
ing. When such sterling agents and success- 
ful men as Frank E. Dooling of Springfieid, 
Jacob Wachenheimer of Peoria, R. S. Critch- 
ell of Chicago, Gee. D. Sexton of East St. 
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from the association, for the 
best be reaped by the outside 


large part, can 
agents. 
Need of More Numbers. 

The present need now is to bufd the or- 
ganization up to an influential position by 
enlisting the agents in all parts of the State. 
The southern section is not yet in line, and 
the only way to enthuse the agents is to nave 
a salaried manager to visit them and acquaint 
them with the objects and work. 

The State will be organized by congres- 
sional districts and if the enthusiasm and 
earnestness pervading the Chicago meeting 
permeate the State, the membership of the 
association will rapidly increase and its power 
will be augmented. 


BANQUET OF GALESBURG LOCAL AGENTS. 

Ill., held 
a banquet at the Union Hotel in that city last 
week. President L. W. Sanborn of the local 
board presided over the festivities. H. A. 
Smith, secretary of the local board, presented 


The local agents at Galesburg, 


his annual report. He stated there were about 
110 companies represented at Galesburg by 
twenty-five agencies. James O’Brien, chief 
of the fire department, gave his annual report 
of the department, stating that the last year 





COMPARISON OF ILLINOIS RETURNS 


—FOR— 


1899 AND 1898. 





Premiums | 
Received. | Paid. 
$ 927,731 
8,085,052 
4,109,641 
208,727 
163,057 


State Companies. - - - 
Other State Companies 
Foreign Companies. - 
State Mutuals... .-- 
Other Mutuals 


“eee 





$ 452,342) 48.7 | $1,203,841 $ 553,404) 45.9 
5,263,335) 65.1 
7,858,048) 69.0| 

138,532) 66.3. 
53,668 32.9 





Premiums 


Losses | patio, 
Received. | 


Paid, 


P 
Per Ct. Per Ct. 


7,514,435, 4,969,742) 66.1 
4,000,739, 2,835,632) 70.8 
151,725 75,742) 49.9 
135,786 45,946) 33.8 








Graed Total ..---|$13,484,208 


$8,765,925 56 5 $13,006,526 $8,648,466, 53.3 

















Louis, take the floor, what they say carries 
weight. They were backed by the united sen- 
timent of equally as good agents. 

There was a sentiment of determined con- 
servatism throughout the gathering, not a 
threatening, loud-spoken attitude. 

The Side Issue Agent. 

One of the salient points prought up by 
the speakers was the abuse of the appoint- 
ing power in selecting agents, thrusting on 
the ranks a horde of side issue agents. While 
the companies foster these agents and pro- 
duce arguments for their continuance, yet the 
feeling is so strong against them on part of 
the regular agents that it seems only a ques- 
tion of time when a $25 agency license law is 
enacted in every State. 

Mr. Dooling of Springfield took the ground 
that the rate reduction tendency had reached 
a stage where it could be classed as an evil. 
He thinks that companies for the most part 
are to blame for unprofitable rates and not 
the agents. 

The State to some extent felt that the Iili- 
nois Association was a Chicago institution, 
run in the interest of Chicago agents, but the 
comparatively small number of Chicago agents 
present at the day sessions shows it is a state 
movement. In fact, the benefits to be derived 








was one of the most favorable in the history 
of the city. He advised that two branch @n- 
gine houses be opened. Set toasts were re- 
sponded to by T. B. Martin, subject, “Com- 
petition in Fire Insurance.” F. H. Holmes, 
“Fire Insurance; Its In:portance and Kela- 
tions to the Community.” H. F. Arnold read 
Eugene Field’s clever skit, “The Question of 
Insurance.” Herbert Wood and S. R. Holmes 
spoke impromptu. 
++ ++ 
THE STATE'S FARM BUSINESS. 

The Insurance Company of the State of 
Illinois’ is meeting with good success in writ- 
ing farm business in Illinois. It began its 
farm department last July. Joha O’Dowd of 
Monmouth is special agent for this branch. 
He is an old and experienced farm man. The 
company is selecting the best sections of the 
State. 

+ +> 

PROSPECTS FOR A NON-UNION ASSOCIATION. 

Several of the 
agents seem to be 


leading non-union special 
in favor of organizing a 
state board composed of non-union field men. 
It seems to be inevitable that the present 
State Board can hold together with both 


classes of special agents. It is expected that 








| 
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at the annual meeting of the State Board sepa- LIFE INSURANCE NEWS | and the money thrown awzy can hardly be 
ration will ensve and there will be two | ‘ | estimated. The bill also makes it unlawful for 
associations similar to those of Indiana. At — - = 


present the union specials have an indepen- 
dent organization, and with only a small num- 
ber of non-union specials in the State Board, 
its future will be dominated entirely by union 
interests and it seems superfluous to continue 
the non-union representation. Special Agent 
J. R. Hyde, of the Western Underwriters, has 
resigned from the State Board. 
~~ ++ 
THE CONTINENTAL AT PEORIA. 

Peoria local agents are speculating on the 

action of the Continental in leaving the Ros- 


well Bills & Co. office and going to C. M. 
Brown. It certainly relieved the Bills & Co. 
agency of embarrassment in its desire to 


unionize, as it feared to do so with the Con- 
tinental on its hands. Mr. Brown was prac- 
tically a union agent, and the Continental 
is now his only non-union company. It re- 
mains to be seen what will be the attitude of 
the union companies in the Brown agency. 


++ ++ 
SPECIAL HAZARDS ARE RATED AT FREEPORT. 
Secretary Persch, of the Illinois State 


Poard, has heen at Freeport and revised the 
tarif’ on special hazards of that city, in. every 
case raising the rate. The local agents do not 
take ery kindly to this revised 1ating and 
while no formal action has been taken, it ‘s 
understood they will not be approved. If the 
State Board makes the mandatory there is 
likely to be some complication over the mat- 
ter, as perhaps the Union will take it up. 
~~ 


Saal 
THE SITUATION AT CARLINVILLE. 

There seems to be considerable trouble over 
the mandatory rates made by the State Board 
at Carlinville. The agents refuse to 
adopt the rating of the State Board when the 
tariff was made mandatory and now they are 
attempting to secure the old rates. A com- 
mittee from the State Roard will soon visit 
the town and attempt to get the agents in 
line. 


local 


‘“Z te 
ROCKFORD’S CHARTER STILL ALIVE. 

The the Rockford Insurance 
Company, which was reinsured in the Ameri- 
can of New Jersey, is still kept alive and per- 
haps ten policies are written a year in order 
intact. When the reinsurance 
deal was completed the Rockford entered into 
an agreement not to engage in the business 
for a certain length of time. At the expiration 
of this period it may be thought best to start 
the company again. It is stated in some quar- 
ters that it may be used to write tornado 
business even before the period expires. The 
Rockford has a fairly good charter, and it may 
prove valuable in time. The farm business 
which the American took over, with the ex- 
ception of Ohio, is counted as one of the most 
profitable classes that the Rockford carriés. 
It succeeded in securing a fine lot of farm 
risks in the prairie States, located in prosper- 
ous communities. 


charter of 


to preserve it 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


Rockford local agents are doing some ex- 
tensive thinking as to what help the wnion 
companies will give them towards retaining the 
preferred business written by them during the 
rate war in July, 1897. Most of it being written 
for three years, will expire this summer, and 
undoubtedly a strong effort will be made by 
the non-boaid companics to capture a large 
share of it. 


The western field men of the American of 
New Jersey were in Rockford last week in 
consultation with General Agent Sheldon. The 
following specials were present: S. K. Hat- 
field, Peoria; J. A. Daggett of Decatur; J. W. 
Price of Detroit; F. F. Gordon of Milwaukee; 
F. F. Fletcher of Minneapolis; W. A. Bau- 
mann of Winona; W. W. Merritt of Fort 
Dodge; E. R. Perfect of Omaha; George O. 
Hoadley of Indianapolis; and H. C. Borstow, 
Ithica, Mich. 


MAKES A YEAR THE LIMIT. 


Penn Mutual Changes Its Incontestable Clause 
from Date of Issue to One Year 
After Date. 

Not long ago the Penn Mutual Life began 
issuing all its policies as incontestable from 
date of issue. This made them incontestable 
for any cause, except fraud or non-payment of 
premium. The only other company of import- 
ance that issues such a policy is the New York 
Life. There has also been some speculation 
as to the advisability of an incontestable policy 
from date. It leaves the way open for suicides 
and all sorts of other schemes to take advan- 
tage of the company. The advocates of the 
plan, however, take the ground that a com- 
pany will gain in the long run by paying all 
its claims, except those that were conceived 
in fraud. 

They believe that a company’s reputation in 
a community suffers materially by litigation, 
and hence for the good name of the company 
it should adopt the wide-open policy in the 
payment of claims. Formerly the Penn Mu- 
tual made its policies incontestable after three 
years. On April 1 next it recedes from its 
incontestable system, and makes its policies 
incontestable one year after date. 

The cause for this action -is the fact that 
there were many delays in issuing the policies. 
Naturally, if a policy were made incontestable 
from date there would have to be more or less 
careful examination of the status of the appli- 
cant. This resulted in the company being un- 
able to deliver policies in some cases for a 
period of three weeks or more. The agents 
of the company were considerably embarrassed 
on several occasions by not being able to hand 
over the policies to the applicants on short no- 
tice. The company has, therefore, decided to 
make its policies incontestable after one year, 
and will, therefore, insert the following clause: 


1. Incontestability.—This contract is absolutely 
incontestable for any cause, after one year from 
date of issue, except non-payment of premium. 

2. Unrestricted as to Travei, Occupation and 
Cause of Death.—From the date of issue this policy 
shall be without any restrictions as to travel, resi- 
dence and occupation, or manner, time or place 
of death. 

The present clauses read: 

1. Incontestability.—This contract is absolutely 
incontestable from date of issue for any cause, 
except non-payment of premium. 

2. Freedom of Travel and Occupation.—From 
the date of issue, this policy shall be without any 
restrictions as to travel, residence and occupa- 
tion. 





LIFE UNDERWRITERS AT CLEVELAND. 

The Cleveland Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion is fully alive to the advancement to the 
Their monthly 
dinners are held at the Stillman, and average 
an attendance of thirty. The programs ar- 
ranged for these monthly meetings have 
aroused much interest, and are particularly 
valuable to general agents and solicitors. A 


best interests of its members. 


quiz box has been instituted by the executive. 


committee, whereby an agent having met with 
a question or an objection in his canvass pre- 
sents same to the committee. The committee 
assigns a member to present arguments 
whereby this question can be answered or give 
facts that will overcome the objection. A gen- 
eral discussion follows and the agent desiring 
the information is then in a positicn to go back 
to his prospect with sufficient animation to 
him. It is the general consensus of 
opinion that this plan more effectually comes 
up to the purpose of the association than any 
other heretofore instituted. The annual ban- 
quet of the Cleveland association will be held 
during the middle of April. 
+e Lo 
TO PROHIBIT DEBENTURE COMPANIES. 

Senator Madden has introduced a bill in the 
Ohio Legislature which, if passed, will pro- 
hibit and debenture companiss 
from operating in the State. The business of 
these concerns has grown to an alarming rate 


' 
ciose 


investment 


| 
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a license to be issued to a company or pariner- 
ship of that kind or for anyone to solicit 
business for them. There are several of them 
in Cleveland, and one or two each in Co. 
lumbus and Cincinnati. They are considered 
by persons who have studied their plans to 
be on the order of lotteries, and persons in- 
vesting forfeit if they stop making the periodi- 
cal payments at any time, or die before the con. 
tract is completed. They interfere with the 
life insurance business from the fact that so 
many people cannot understand the business 
and it is never explained to them that there 
is no insurance feature about it, and that nine 
out of ten forfeit payments to the lucky ones 
who are able to keep the contributions up un- 
til their’s happens to be the lucky number 
which draws the prize. The managers and of- 
ficers are always safe from the fact that they 
keep a certain per cent of the money paid in 
for expenses, and as a-“divvy” among the 
chosen few. The bill makes the penalty for 
violating its provisions a fine of not less than 
one hundred, nor more then one thousand dol- 
lars. 
ia aad + 
MONTHLY PAYMENT LIFE BUSINESS. 

The experience of some of the companies 
writing provident policies on the monthly pay- 
ment plan shows that the system largely runs 
into the insuring of lives of colored people. 
The advisability of insuring a negro has been 
a subject for considerable discussion for a 
long time, but no satisfactory conclusions have 
been reached. Most of the companies, however, 
have steered clear of insuring the race. Nat- 
urally, the monthly payment companies reach 
that class of people, and it seems that it is 
more attractive to them than any other. The 
industrial companies are probably more careful 
when it comes to insuring colored people than 
the monthly payment plan companies. There 
is much to be said against insurance for colored 
people on the monthly payment plan. In the 
large cities especially the class that takes this 
insurance are inclined to be improvident and 
are tempted to commit more or less fraud on 
the companies. The race is also contaminated 
with diseases that companies desire to guard 
against. .The experience of the monthly pay- 
ment companies in the big cities shows that it 
is almost impossible to keep this class from be- 
coming a colored policyholders’ class. 

+ ++ 
PLACING UNDER-AVERAGE BUSINESS. 

The action of the Equitable and Metropoli- 
tan in establisking a class for substandard 
business brings out a sentiment in life insur- 
ance circles to the effect that other companies 
may follow their example. The Security Trust 
& Life and the New York Life have had a mon- 
opoly of this kind of business. The Security 


Trust charges a higher rate for under- 
average business or places a lien on_ the 
policy. The New York Life places only a 
lien. 


While the experience of sub-standard busi- 
ness is not very extensive and the system of 
writing it is more or less of an experiment, 
yet actuaries are giving the matter much 
thought and believe that a scientific basis can 
be reached whereby all companies that desire 
to write the business can dy so safely. It 
would seem but just to policyholders of the 
regular class that the sub-standard business 
be kept entirely separate and that there be 
no transfer funds to supply any deficit. The 
companies that do not write a sub-standard 
business make a very strong argument of the 
fact that no under-average lives are accepted 
by their institutions, and that the pooling of 
issues will never be a success. 

There is no doubt but that some risks that 
are rejected by companies on account of family 
history or past ailments can be safely 
written at a proper rate or with a proper 
lien. Many of these cases have outlived the 
unfavorable experience against them and daa- 
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ger has almost entirely been eliminated. There 
js need to exercise considerable conservatism 
in writing this class of business, as there will 
probably be a tendency to write lives that 
should not be taken even under the ordinary 
under-average conditions. 
ts aad 

THE ROYAL UNION MUTUAL'S OPERATIONS. 

Many life underwriters are watching the 
course of the Royal Union Mutual Life of Des 
Moines. The company made fine gains last 
year and reduced its expense ratio somewhat. 
Its underwriting department has been strength- 
ened very materially in the last year, and 
many of its old-time customs have been aban- 
doned. The company started to write con- 
siderable term insurance, but has almost en- 
tirely dropped it. It is issuing practically no 
stock rate policies. The company is making 
a special drive on ordinary life, 20-payment 
life and 20-year endowment. In Illinois, the 
Royal Union is doing particularly well, owing 
to M. L. Cohn, inspector of agencies, being 
located at Chicago. Mr. Cohn is regarded as 
one of the brightest of the life insurance field 
workers. He has many splendid ideas, which 
the Royal Union has adopted, and it is un- 
derstood, has given many suggestions as to 
its underwriting and agency policy, which 
have been adopted. 


LIFE NOTES. 


T. D. Fuller, from the home office of the Chi- 
cago Guaranty Fund Life, has taken charge of 
the Cincinnati office in the Mitchell building. 


John H. Slingerland of Marquette, Mich., 
district manager of the Union Mutual, resigns 
to accept a simular position with the Home 


Life. 


O. K. Kreidler of Kewanee, IIl., formerly 
with the Metropolitan, becomes district man- 
ager of the Provident Savings, covering four 
counties. 


The new general agent of the Provident Sav- 
ings Life at Dayton, Ohio, is George W. Al- 
brecht, formerly a prominent business man of 
Middlesborough, Ky. 


George B. Luper, third vice-president and 
general manager of the Security Trust and 
Life, lies seriously ill at his home, the “Nor- 
dica,” in New York city. 

Roswell Mott gets an agency of the Security 
Trust & Life at Lansing, Mich., and James 
Van Wagoner, an agency of the Massachu- 
setts Mutual at Kingston, Mich. 


C. W. Elmore has left the Mutual Life and 
is now devoting his time and energies to the 
interests of the Provident Savings, through 
Messrs. Wm. Boswell & Co., managers, central 
department. 

J. J. Miller, formerly in the fire insurance 
business at Spencerville, Ohio, has removed to 
Lima, Ohio, to take the general agency of 
the Washington Life, to which he has just been 
appointed. 

Senator Marchant’s bill providing for retal- 
iatory measures in the case of fraternal asso- 
ciations admitted from other States to Ohio 
passed the Senate Tuesday afternoon. There 
seemed to be no objection to it. 

F. L. McKernan has recently contracted with 
the Provident Savings Life, being executive 
special of the central department. He was 
formerly the manager of the Covenant Mutual 
for the States of Kentucky and Tennessee. 

A. J. Reed, formerly superintendent of 
agents of the Mutual Life of Kentucky, and 
later Cincinnati manager of the American 
Union, has been appointed special agent of the 
Northwestern Mutual in Kenton county, Ken- 
tucky. 

Dr. Lambert, senior medical examiner of 
the Equitable Life of New York, and the only 
one of its organizers still living, while «in 
Cleveland recently stated that Ohio and Mis- 
souri had the two most favorable mortality 
Tecords of all the States. 

Senator Middleton's bill, providing that in- 
surance shall not be written on the life of any 
person under twelve years of age, has been re- 
ported unfavorably by the Ohio senate com- 
mittee. Industrial insurance has gained a great 

thold in Ohio, and is becoming more 
popular because of the good it is doing. 
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AMONG CASUALTY MEN. 


SITUATION IN LIABILITY CIRCLES. 





Re-adjustment of the Compact Apt to Create 
Rate Disturbances Unless Agents Are 
Held in Line. 

The Liability Compact is just now engaged 

in holding agents in line as to rates. 

Owing to the anti-compact laws of several 
States, it was deemed best to readjust the 
compact system under which the liability com- 
panies were operating. There is, therefore, to 
the public eye no liability compact. The com- 
panies subscribe to the bureau of statistics as 
individuals and secure advisory rates the same 
method as prevails among the fire insurance 
companies. They are simply bound in honor 
but not by rule to respect these rates. 

The issue came in Missouri where the au- 
thorities began investigating the compact. 
The Travelers began a movement to release 
the companies from the compact, fearing that 
there was danger of its license being revoked. 
The Travelers has not only its casualty busi- 
ness at stake, but its life business as well. 

Already some agents do not seem to thor- 
oughly appreciate the situation, and believe 
all rates are off, which is not the case. 

The advisory committees for the various sec- 
tions of the country will, no doubt, watch the 
course of events very closely, and hold the 
agents in check. ~ 

More or less disturbance is bound to fol- 
low, especially if some companies care to take 
advantage of the situation. 

Special ratings are not scught as frequently 
as formerly, the companies feeling it wiser 
to obtain a profitable figure or let the risk go. 
Special rates are sometimes given in case a 
large risk has proven profitable for a long 
term of years. 

The Ocean Accident has not shown its 
hand extensively yet in liability. The Frank- 
fort and the New Amsterdam shade rates here 
and there, but as their experience accumulates, 
they will doubtless become stricter adherents 
to profitable tariffs. 





MICHIGAN CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
The following are Michigan casualty ap 
pointments: 


‘Great Eastern Casualty—John S. Knoertzer, 
Alma; A. L, Swansby, Ludington; George H. Day, 
Mt. Pleasant. 

Lloyds Plate Glass—Chas. S. 
Branch. 

New York Plate Glass—Edward F. Rowe, Lud 
ington. 

Preferred Accident—E. A. Kemp, Greenville. 

United States Casualty, N. Y.—F. . Gould, 
Battle Creek; William Penny, Bay City; Mrs. 
Matilda Nassolt, Detroit. 

Central Accident—J. C. Montague, Allegan; Chas. 
M. Pigott, Jackson. 

Great Eastern Casualty—George Hall, Owosso; 
A. H. Lowry, St. Louis. 

New Jersey Plate Glass—George G. Glenn, East 
Jordan. 


Abbott, West 


+ + 
ILLINOIS ACCIDENT RETURNS. 
The following are the returns of mutual per- 


sonal accident associations in Illinois last year : 


Prems. Losses Amount 
received. incurred. written. 





Com. Mutual, Pa......$ 6,212 $ 1,775 $1,251,000 
Freeport, Ill.... ...... 8,366 6,869 2,000 
Illinois Com., Mens .... 33,826 20,438 5,695,000 
Metropolitan, Ill.. .... 42,275 12,839 1,764,750 
National, N. Y........ 3,103 M44 1,420,000 
National Masonic, Ia... . 10,183 12,568 3,307,500 
Railway Officials, Ind. . 68,499 32,792 4,673,700 
Woodmens, Neb.... ... 11,266 5,267 568,670 


++ ++ 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE ALARM SYSTEMS. 

The companies which are insuring against 
loss by accidental discharge of sprinkler leak- 
age systems are now making some investiga- 
tions of the different alarms that the automatic 
sprinkler companies are using. They find that 
several losses have occurred, and, in fact, the 
heaviest losses, on account of failure of watch- 
men to discover that the sprinkler leakage 
system was disorganized. The alarms used by 
the standard sprinkler companies, either in a 
dry-pipe or wet-pipe system, operate only 

| when there is a fracture above the alarm con- 
| nection. The alarm connection of the dry-pipe 
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system is located at the valve which divides 
the water feeder from below to the pipe above 
which supplies the sprinkler pipes. In the 
wet-pipe system there is a connection with the 
upright pipe which feeds the sprinkler system 
Thus, the alarm necessitates the flow of water 
upward before it will sound. 

In some of the sprinkler damages the feed 
pipe beneath the street which connects with 
the stand pipe leading up to the tank on the 
roof has burst or become disjointed, allowing 
the water to break into the basement. Of 
course, this would not operate the alarm, and 
in the case of the big loss of Simmons Bros 
in St. Louis last year, the basement was 
flooded, and without anyone knowing about 
it. In case of a building where there are sev- 
eral occupants and the watchman of the build- 
ing is not able to get into the rooms, the 
present system of alarm is not sufficient to 
notify him. 

The sprinkler companies are taking this mat- 
ter up, and, it is stated, will require that some 
system of alarm be used, so that the sounder 
can be placed anywhere, and that a breakage 
in the system, whether below ground or above, 
will have an instant effect on the alarm. This 
is a subject that is well wortn considering, and 
doubtless will receive attention until 
plan is perfected to give proper alarm. 

++ ++ 
INSURANCE AGAINST ROBBERY 

The Fidelity & Casualty writes a policy in- 
demnifying stores and business houses in gen- 
eral against robbery while their deposits are 
being carried to a bank, also while their pay- 
roll money is being carried from the bank to 
the business place. 


some 


There is hardly enough of 
this class of business to pay a company making 
much effort to secure it, although the Fidelity 
& Casualty seems to have taken a spurt in 
Chicago recéntly. 
++ ++ 
HEALTH INSURANCE GROWING 

The health business -bids fair to occupy a 
prominent among the 
branches of insurance. 


miscellaneous 
The Continental of De- 
troit is the pioneer of stock health companies, 


place 


and still occupies a leading position. Im- 
portance has been given to the business by 
the organization in Baltimore of the National 
Indemnity & Insurance Company, to do ex- 
clusively a health business. This company, by 
the way, is the only stock company doing gn 
exclusive health business. It is rapidly getting 
established through the country, and is doing 
considerable business. It has original safe- 
guards against the moral hazard. It and the 
Continental of Detroit may be considered the 
two leading health companies on a stock basis 
While not, as yet, of the importance of acci- 


..NOTICE.. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER willon 
May ist issue the Fifth Edition of the 
Underwriters’ Hand Book of Michigan. 
This book is now published only every 
other year and the present edition will be 
especially valuable aud of interest owing to 
the changes brought about by the Union’s 
Separationin Agency Rule. The publication 
will include the usual information as to 
Michigan and general statistics, agency and 
company directory, special and general 
agents, etc., and will be very complete and 
correct. Every insurance agent in Michi. 
gan should have a copy of this state pub- 
lication. 

ORDER NOW. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
COFIPANY, 
CINCINNATI AND CHICAGO, 
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dent insurance, it is conducted from an agency 
standpoint in much the same manner. 


health business for the National, and in four 
days had written $500 in premiums. This, of 
course, is unusual, but shows what can be 
done. In addition to its intrinsic merit as a 
seller, it has the advantage of being something 
of a novelty. Men who so far have accom- 
plished the most satisfactory results are those 
who have devoted their whole time to it, and 
gone into it enthusiastically. 
Pr ~ 
QUARTERLY PAYMENT ACCIDENT PREMIUMS. 
Most of the personal accident companies are 
discouraging the quarterly payment of. pre- 
miums, owing to the expense and extra work 
entailed, and the greater tendency to lapse. 
One of the main objects in writing quarterly 
payment policies is that only 50 per cent of the 
quarterly payment is required as a reserve, and 
at the end of a quarter, this is released. This 


In Cin- | 
cinnati last month an agent started in to write 





means practically four different policies a year, 
and is so reported to the insurance departments. 
Thus, if a $5,000 death benefit policy is written, 
and remains in force the entire year, it is 
reported as $20,000. In the reports this makes 
a very large amount written, at a premium in- 
come seemingly incommensurate. Still, quar- 
terly premiums appeal to a class that never seem 
able to get the full annual premium on hand 
at one time. 

The Central Accident writes all its policies 
as annual, putting up one-half of the full yearly 
premium as reserve, even if the payment is 
quarterly. That is, it follows the system of the 
life companies. Ii any injury is received, and 
benefits are paid, the amount of the annual 





pay on time and thus releasing the company 
from liability, unless he has permission to pay 
later. Under the Central’s annual policy, quar- 
terly payment plan, the company would be lia- 
ble. Agents’ representations along this line 


| count for little, as a company would probably 


premium not yet paid is deducted. Of course, | 


the Central encourages annual payment of pre- 
miums, and it is to the interest of the assured 
to pay in this way, as he gets the benefit of the 
company’s accumulative benefit system. 
Another feature in the quarterly payment sys- 
tem, is the danger of the assured neglecting to 


contest a death claim if the premium was due 
on a quarter. 

Some companies allow grace in payment of 
premiums under some circumstances if per- 
mission is first applied for. 

On one of the North American’s policies js 
an extended insurance feature, the policy being 
kept in effect thirty days. 


The Pennsylvania Casualty Company of 
Scranton, Pa., has applied for admission to 
Michigan. It has been examined by the Michi- 
gan department, and will probably be admitted 
as soon as the necessary papers can be exe- 
cuted. D. C. James, manager for John Win- 


| ter & Co., Detroit, has been selected as special 


| agent. 


It is understood that it will give spe- 
cial attention to common carrier liabiiity busi- 


} ness. 





WANTED:—The A&tna Life Insurance 
Co. desires good men tor district agents in 
exclusive territory; headquarters at Lima, 
Tiffin, Fremont, Mansfield, Zanesville and 
two or three other important points in 
Ohio. Only first-class men need apply. 
Address CULLIN FORD, Manager, AAtna 
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





W ANTED.— Young maa to travel as solicit- 
ing special agent for the CREDIT-INSUR- 
ANCE DEPARTMENT of the Ocean Acci- 
dent & Guarantee Co., of London. Address 
A. OU. Kaplan, Gen’! Agt., No. 601 Lincoln 
Inn Court, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

i-t 


Health Insurance Exclusively. 


Gustav W. Liirman, Prest. Samuel R. Barr, Vice-Prest 
J. Bannister Hall, Sec’y-Treas. 


National Indemnity & Insurance 
Company of Baltimore City. 


CAPITAL $100,000.00. «SURPLUS, $38,000.00. 
RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED. 
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SEPARATION 
Agents embarrassed on 
account of 
IMPERFECT OFFICESYSTEMS 


Should correspond with the Insurance 
Department 


THE GLOBE-WERNICKE CO., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





Cc. E.McBrIpDe, Pres. E. G, ROBINSON, Sec’y. 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n, 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 
Incorporated 1890. 
WEEKLY INDEMNITY: 
$3.00 to $30.00 for Sickness. $1.00 to $60.00 for Accident. 


Provision for Age. 


Is the only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick-benefit business. 


SOLICITORS WHO ARE MASONS WANTED. 


= 


B.80ae 








Best equipment and fastest line between 
St. Louis, Louisville, and Cincinnati. 
Through Pullman car service to New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Washington. 
Pullman Buffet Parlor Cars between Cincin- 
nati and Columbus, 
O. P. McCARTY, G. P. A., Cincinnati, O. 





Howard & Handian, 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 


Wheeling, W. Va. 


J. N. Vance, Pres. 


Cc. W. FRANzHErM, Vice Pres 
Jas. P. ADAMS, Secy. 


C. H. MERKEL, Ass‘t Secy. 


Cash Capital, $100,000.00 
Over $1,750,000.00 Paid in Fire Losses 


Franklin FireInsuranceCo. 
OF WHEELING. 


Organized 1862. 


White, Johnson, McCaslin & Cannon, 


Counsellors at Law, 
Blackstone Building, CLEVELAND, 0, 








SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO THE 
LAW OF INSURANCE, 





H. J. BooTH. T. J. KEATING, Geo. S. PerTers. 


Booth, Keating & Peters, 


Special Attention given | Rooms 7, 8, 9 Board of Trade. 
to Insurance Law. | Telephone 784. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 











T.B, Paxton J.W. Warrington T. B. Paxton,Jr. G. H.Warrington 


PAXTON & WARRINGTON, 
Attorneys & Counsettiorns at Law, 


Special Attention to He 


Unireo Ban Bunoine, 
Insurance Law. 


CINCINNATI, O. 





NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities In the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 





New Amsterdam 
Casualty Co. 


HOME OFFICE: 


149 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 


Personal Accident Insurance, 
Employers’ Liability Insurance, 
Burglary Insurance. 





3d. W. CHAMPLIN, eresivenr. 


W. FREO MCBAIN, sec’y awo MANAGER. 


THE GRAND RAPIDS 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


FUTURE FIELD: 


The Grand Rapids in the future will confine its writing to Michigan 
and adjacent States—a strictly Western Company doing the largest busi- 
ness in its own State of any individual company. 


PROMPT, PROGRESSIVE, LIBERAL. 


Agents wanted in cities and villages in above territory where we are not now represented. 
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LHI AEROBIE OIRO IOR OARS ARORE 


Radical Departure from Gasoline Lamps 3 
Invented by JOS. STUBBERS 
THE 
INCANDESCENT 
LIGHT AND STOVE 
COMPANY, 
422-426 East Pearl St., CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


Manufacturers of 


“THE AIRLIGHT’ 


The follow ing 
points recom- 
mend it to 
insurance 





— THE — 


FEM, Metropolitan Plate Glas 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK. 



































CHARTERED 1874. 
Oldest New York Company in its Line. : 





Assets,Jan.1,1800, - - $484,183.01 
Capital & Net Surplus, Jan.1,1900, 330,621.41 





EUGENE H. WINSLOW, President. 
DANIEL D, WHITNEY, V.-President, 





people: ~ = S. W. BuRToN, Secretary. 
‘et —One Samu == : 
generator . —~—~ GEO. H. OLMSTED & Co., Cleveland.) stare 


supplies gas 
» forall the 
lights. 

§ 95 per cent. of 
air is mixed \ 


FRANK J, MACKLIN, Co!nmbus, Agents: 





with the gas at 
generator and 
is conveyed 

by means of 
pipe toa point 
where the 
light isdesired, 


av SNS WX | Original and Leading Liability Company. 


where it is 
- most out of the 
y way. a s at tae ’ a a . EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, ELEVATOR LIABILITY 
Second—The generator is on the level with the tank and connected thereto PUBLIC LIABILITY, TEAM LIABILITY. . 
GENERAL LIABILITY, WORK MEN’S COLLECTIVE, 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE, 


by a pipe leading from the top of the tank to the top of generator and a pipe 
TOTAL AVAILABLE RESOURCES, = = $5,508,800.00. 


leading from the bottom of generator to bottom of tank, therefore the gasoline 
GENERAL AGENTS: 


will stand*in the generator on the level with that in the tank at all times. 
The needle valve is located at a higher level, consequently the gasoline can 
B. M. & GEORGE D. ALLISON, Southern Ohio and Tennessee, 
#4 East Third Street, Cincinnati, O. 


& never leak out of defective valves or when valves should be left open. The 
+ fillean whicn goes witheach machine, positively prevents the spilling of gaso- 

PACKER & CLARK, Northern Ohio, 208 Superior Street, Cleveland, O. 

ROBT. ZENER & CO., Indiana and Kentucky, 


line while filling the tank or overtilling same. For these two reasons wepre- 
Talbott Block, Indianapolis, Ind, 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, Ltd. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


Appleton & Dana, Managers and Attorneys United States Branch. 


vent the spilling of gasoline. The spilling of gasoline is the cause of all acci- 
dents with same. 


The light produced by the AIRLIGHT is ry to arc lights, requires less 
atention than one single GASOLINE or coal oil lamp. 5,000 of them in use. 
Endorsed by the Southeastern Tariff Associat'on, and a number of other Boards. 


; SEND FOR LIST PRICE AND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 
“5, 5,5.8, 8.8, 8. 8.8.88. 8 88.8 8888 Sa ae CREO 


Che Security CrustLite Insurance Co. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICE, ST. JAMES BUILDING, NEW YORK. 
ROBERT E. PATTISON, President. 











Condensed Statement, December 31, 1899. 


ROE ice te be bind cs deks Sahen O00 sc OS OSC cee recoesoserseeeccocce coe Mise eee OF 
Liabilities... cccccccccsccccesccescece sesececccescasevesssecsesses 678,776 50 
Surplus to Policyhaldegs 20.2 0000 ccccscccvccevec- vieecvcsesescsscenss 576,492 53 


Insurance in Force..........- ecvecoses eden badeSeinbacdsccesane shaun See 
Decrease in Loss Ratio. .....ccccccccccccccsccccesssccccetescossecese 12 per cent, 
Decrease in Expense Ratio .... 2... cee ee ce eee e eee eee ee ewe eeeeeee 8 per cent. 


ROBERT O. STEWART, - > . - . . - ° : ° Manager of Agencies. 





-. BOE S ws 


Underwood Typewriter 








Is a perfectly VISIBLE writing machine. 
The TOUCH is light—no lifting the carriage 
—work always in sight. 

More work can be done on the Under- 
wood Typewriter than on any other ma- 
chine. Write for catalogue and price. 


OSCAR S. LEAR & COMPANY, 


{| CINCINNATI, O., 4th and Main. 


OFFICES: ) COLUMBUS, ©O., 201 So. High. 





UNDERWRITER. 








GERMAN 
Fire Insurance Company, 


OF WHEELING, W. VA. 


ORGANIZED IN 1867. 


WM. F. STIFEL, President. 
F. RIESTER, Secretary. 


S. W. RICE, Special Agent. 





The Largest Fire Insurance Company in Germany. 


MAGDEBURG... 


«== FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MAGDEBURG, GERMANY. 





ESTABLISHED 1844. 


United States Branch. Magdeburg Building, 71 William St., N. Y. 





PAUL E. RASOR, mawnacer AD. DOHMEYER, Ass’tT Manacer. 


HENRY FOWLER, General Agent for Western States, 
171 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


ANTON REYMANN, Vice-Pres’t. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co, 


(Incorporated by the State of New York.) 


“The Leading Industrial Insurance Company in America.” 





Is represented in all the Principal Cities of the United States 
and in Canada. 


The Payment of over Two Hundred and Fifty Death Claims Daily 


TELLS OF THE GOOD IT DOES. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE OF OVER $700,000,000 
Attests its Greatness and Favor with the Public. 


PERMANENT, PROFITABLE AND PROGRESSIVE EMPLOYMENT, 
AGENTS WANTED. 


Any honest, capable and industrious man, who is willing to begin at the bottom 
and acquire a complete knowledge of the details of the business by diligent study and 
a experience, can, 4 ea. his capacity, establish his claim to the 

ighest position in the field. It is within his certain reach. The opportunities for 
merited advancement are unlimited. All needed explanations will be furnished upon 
application to the Company’s Superintendents in any of the principal cities, or to the 
Home Office, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York City. 





OFFICERS, 


J. J. Tompson, Cashier and Ass't Sec’y, 

JAMES S. ROBERTS, Ass’t Secreiary. 

JAMES M. CRAIG, Actuary. 

Hon. STEWART L. WOODFORD, Counsel, 
A. H. KNIGHT, Ass’t Medical Director, 


OHN R. HEGEMAN, President. 
ALEY FISKE, Vice-President. 
GEORGE H. Gaston, 2d Vice-Pres’t. 
GEORGE B. WOODWARD, Secretary. 
THOMAS H. WILLARD, Medical Director. 











The American Union Life Ins. Go, 


OF NEW YORK. 


M. M. BELDING, President. CHAS. S. WHITNEY, Vice-President, 
JOHN NAPIER, Secretary. MOORE SANBORN, Supt. of Agencies, 


PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE DURING 1898. 


Increase in Assets 
Increase in Insurance in Force 
I ON nn ca eclies ein Siege de denecaunee 
ee a ane See. 
Men of character and ability desiring permanent and profitable con- 


tracts are invited to address the Company at its Home Office, 5,7, 9, U 
Broadway, New York. 





——==THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. 


Millers & Manufacturers 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


C. B. SHOVE, President. F. S. DANFORTH, Secretary. 


F. K. HOGUE, Toledo, Ohio, 


J. J. HUSS, Ass’t Secretary. 


General Agent for Ohio. 


Annual Statement, December 31, 1899. 


Insurance ASSETS $487,739.81 


Company CAPITAL 
Reinsurance Reserve 
Other Liabilities 





Surplus over all Liabilities............. 





Losses Paid Since Organization 
Dividends Paid Since Organization 





1876. 
~=—— STRONGER AND BETTER THAN EVER, 


TheOHIO MUTUAL 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF SALEM, O. 


1900, 


An Agency Company Confined to Ohio. 


“MAXIMUM SECURITY—MINIMUM COST.” 
J. BR. VERNON, Secretary. 


W.R. ROSS, President, 


— TaD 


Western 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF URBANA, O. 


WRITES OHIO BUSINESS ONLY. 


Fifty-Four Years Continuous and Successful Operation. 


E, T. OOKANE, Ass’t Secretarv. 


J. M.Coox, Sec’y. 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. 


1900 | J. W. Wacner, Pres. 


Mutual oe MANSFIELD 


MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHIO. 





Premium Notes, $388,760. 
Net Cash Surplus $23,435. 
C. A. ROSS, Secretary. r 
Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 





CHARTERED 1851, 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 
MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: 
N. S. Reed, J. W. Jenner, 
J.C. Larwill, 


H. R. Smith, 


W. W. Cockley, 
G. A. Clugston, A. C. Cummins, 
H. C. Hedges, J. A. Rigby. 


Assets, $1,600,000.00. 
HM. BR. SMITH, Pres’t. BR. SMITH, See’y. 





i 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. 
Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE CENTRAL MANUFACTURERS 


MUTUAL INSURANCE CoO. 


VAIT WHRT, O. 


| Liability of Members to Assessment, $371 ,788.55. 
Total Cash Assets $108,980.80. 
Net Cash Surplus $67,218.20. 


\ 
H. V. Otxgy,Pres, F.W. Purmort, Sec’y and Treas. 


Twentieth Annual Financial Statement 
OF THE 


Manufacturers’ & Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Co, 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


H.W. PRICE, Presipent. F. F. WORTAWOOD, TREASURER. 
GEO. B. KELLEY, vict-pncs. GEO. W. CARSE, stoneTant. 


JANUARY. 1, 1900, 
Cash 
ASSETS.{Cohtingent 
Surplus above all Liabilities. 
Net Cash Surplus, $18,113.93. 


id since organization “corrected” . ..$807,920 2 
paid since organiza 


Losses 
Cash tion 99,411 25 





. 
—— 


* 




















THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER. 








PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE, - - - - 
ue =< = «= 6 « « 8 





$128,740,464.00 
40,037 ,989.76 





In everything which makes Life Insurance perfectly safe, moderate in 
cost, and suitable to the needs of insurers the PROVIDENT is unexcelled, 
Evidence of the skillful and faithful mauagement of this Company is 
found in its exceedingly low expense rate, and the remarkably favorable 
rate of aye For the full period of its existence, the death rate has 
been only .61 of the rate indicated by the authoritative tables. 
Correspondence with Agents solicited. 
WILLIAM D. YERGER, Generar Acent Western Ono, 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN BUILDING, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
S. S. SAFFOLD, Genera Acentr Eastern Ono, 
TOG-T10 GARFIELD BUILDING, CLEVELAND, OHnI0. 
JAMES W. JANNEY, Generar Acenr, 
325 MARQUETTE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL 
JAY BASSETT, Generar Acenr, 





44 HOME BANK BUILDING, DETROIT, MICH 


CHARTERED 1866. 


mt HARTFORD LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN 


Every Desirable Form of Up-to-Date Contract is issued by this 
Old and Sterling Company. 


All Rates and Values Guaranteed in the Contract. 
‘‘RESULTS ARE BEST PROOF.”’ 
Nearly Seventeen Millions Dollars Paid in Benefits. 


Ratio of Assets to Liabilities, $141 to $100. 
First-Class Contracts and A 1 Territory for Business Producers. 


GEO. E. KEENEY Pres'r. CHAS. H. BACALL. Sec’'y. 





ie Western and Southern 


Life Insurance Company, 


OF CLIINCIIWIVY ATI, OFLIC. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, 


FRANK OABDWEDBLL, Preeident. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


$100,000.00 


= GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 





SAMUEL QUINN, 
V.-Pres't & Supt. of Agts. 


WILBUR 8. WYNN, 
Secretary and Actuary. 


THE STATE LIFE INSURANGE COMPANY, UNSSU 


The largest and most progressive Old Line Company ia the world for its age. 


ANDREW M. SWEENEY, 
Presid 








insurance in force December 31, 1899 .... 2... eee eee e eee ewes $22,208,470 
ides Seedsappeersddnchaseseiwasse pense sckbee : 417,780 
ae Gikbsb cr ehedebabucnsicaneaas bleh siie-nive tie’ pean Chie 266,246 
Surplus over all liabilities, saved out of the business in five years ......... 161,534 
Deposit with State of Indiana for protection of all its policy-holders............. 300,000 


No other Company could show such results at the same age. 


The Company is incorporated under the Legal Reserve, Compulsory Deposit 
law of Indiana, acknowledged to be the best law ever enacted. Every policy is se- 
cured by a deposit of its entire reserve value with the State of Indiana. 

The Company issues all forms of life and endowment insurance, with loan, cash 
and paid-up values, extensions, etc. 

To Life Insurance Agents—&xamine the Life Annuity Competitive Contract of 
this Company. A unique and advanced method, original with this Company, ot se- 
curing a closer fraternity of interests between the agents and the Company. The 
only contract that givesan agent a fair show to grow with, and share in the pros- 
perity of his Company as it grows and prospers. It enables the average agent to 
win a life competency and become independent. WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. 


Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 


(/ncorporated.) 
FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, pnrcsivenr. 


Mutual Reserve Building, New York City. 


LIFE INSURANCE 
ON PURELY MUTUAL BASIS, 
WITH FULL RESERVE. 


1881. @ RESULTS UNPARALLELED. @ 1900. 


Total Death Losses Paid by Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 
since organization, over 


FORTY MILLION DOLLARS. 


Competent men can secure liberal contracts by applying to the Home Office 





or to any of the Managers or General Agents. 











Assets Jan. 1, 1900, $23,819,937.17. 


mMassachusctts Mutual Life Insurance Co." 


INCORPORATED 1851. 
Liabilities, $21,835,114.54. 


Surplus, $1,984,822.63. 


Definite paid-up and cash surrender values written in every policy. 


JOHN A. HALL, President. 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johnston Building. 


HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Secretary. 
F. C. CROSS, Manager. 





SYNOPSIS OF THE EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF 
The Kansas Mutual Life Insurance Company, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1899. 
J. P. DAVIS, Presipenr. 


EES EDIE RTT $329,060 27 
ER RES CR IER ph: aA) Se a 279,683 65 

Excess of Income over Disbursements.............. $49,376 62 
Ne ee $436,026 14 
Liabilities, Policy Reserves. (Actuaries 4 per cent.)........ $250,091 90 
I es oo os es a yg ke 26,011 62 
@arplus to Policy-holders................0..00ceceeceees 159,922 62 

oo a ve ce ext teaubobbns $436,026 14 
Fos. d's a's nuns ann dav ong ew $ 48,802 34 
Gain ES as ik 0 gen oe Le 65,063 61 
ans dec Ge Phmmndowan 6,497 28 
Gian in Insurance in Force...............002.0ceececeees 320,892 00 
es. i ecpeieeinnd $10,218,483 00 
Total Paid to Policy-holders to Date................2+0+- 1,327,671 56 


District and State Agents can secure liberal contracts by addressing the Home Office, Topeka, Kans. 


<a 





Royal Union Mutual *®%*®.2acksox, 


Lite Ins. Co. — 9 SNE A. Poste, 


SECRETARY. 


Des Moines. 


AN OLD LINE IOWA COMPANY. 





OHIO GENERAL AGENCIES: 
Canton — J. W. A. STAUDT, JOHN M. COLE; Cincinnati — MA?- 
THEW NELSON; Toledo — 0. F. BENNRA; 
Defiance — D. E. DOZER. 





Good Territory for Good Men. More Men Wanted. 
























Continental Assurance Company 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 

Cash Capital and Surplus, $260,000.00 

General Offices, DETROIT, MICH. 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND PLATE GLASS 
. INSURANCE. 


Write for circulars on New Up-to-Date Accident 
and Health Policy. 


104 WEEKS ACCIDENT: 26 WEEKS for 
ICKNESS, eovering over 200 diseases. 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Cincinnati Office, - - 829 Pike Bldg. 
Cleveland Office, - - 224 Hickox Bldg. 
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CASUALTY 
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SURETY 
COMPANY, 


Wainwright Bldg., ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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Individual Accident, Health 
and Plate Glass Insurance. 
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ROLLA V. WATT, Megr., 
F 


or 
Pacific Coast Department—California, Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Idaho and Arizona. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


JNO. TENNEY, Mgr., 
R. EMORY WARFIELD, Ass’t Mgr. 


For 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 
food. Virginia, N. Carolina, Dist. of 
Columbia, West Virginia. 

ROVAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 

306 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 


joun BORGE W. LAW. 


gw. LAW. eo 
LAW BROTHERS, Mgrs., 
F 


or 
rtment — Illinois, Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, N. Dakota, S. Da- 
kota, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming. 
' ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 
169 Jackson Street, CHICAGO. 


FIRE 




















“The Leading Fire Insurance Company of the World.” 


TORNADO. 


ROYAL |: 


Insurance Company. 
CHARLES H. LAW, 


South-east Cor. Third and Walnut Sts. 








E. F. BEDDALL, Mer., 
G. M. COIT, Ass’t . 
For 
THE STATE OF NEW YOREX. 
ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING. 
50 Wall Street, NEW YORK. 


GEORGE P. FIELD. EB. B. COWLES. 


FIELD & COWLES, Mgrs., 
F 


‘or 
Con necticut, New Hampshire; 
Rhede Island, Vérmont, Maine. 
8S WATER STREET. 
BOSTON, MA8s. 








JNO. B. CASTLEMAN. A. G. LANGHAM. 
BRECKINRIDGE CASTLEMAN. 


BARBEE & CASTLEMAN, Mgrs, 


For 
Southern Department — Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Low 
isiana, Oklahoma, Indian Territory. 
. LOUISVILLE, KY. 


MANACER cement 
CINCINNATI BRANCH. 














Western Salvage Wrecking Agency, 


Handlers of all kinds of 


| FIRE AND MARINE SALVAGE. 
| Nos. 207 and 209 Madison Street, 


CHICAGO. 


SAMUEL GANS, Manager. 


Long Distance Telephone, 
Main Express 275 






| 


ORDINARY and 
INDUSTRIAL 


LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. 


BOTH SEXES, AGES 1 TO TO. 


Policies Easy to Sell. 


STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR ! 


$15 to $100,000, 


AGENTS WANTED. 


’ The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, Paceivenr. 
Home Office, NEWARK, N. J. 


Amounts 








HENRY BOHL, Sup’t of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana, COLUMBUS, 0. 




















THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YoR=E 


Ricuarp A. McCurpDY, PREST. 


Offers exceptional opportunities to good agents to represent it in the United States and Canada. 
It is the best company to work for and employs only good and reliable men. 


It issues the most attractive and desirable policies, 


Experienced agents who desire to represent this company are invited to address 
GEORGE T. DEXTER, Superintendent of Domestic Agencies Home Office. 


and is the greatest financial institution in the world. 

















? ig Accident 
and Health 
SeileM@ HNBZ= Policies, 


BEST COMMISSIONS. 


or NEW YORK. 


LARGE BENEFITS, LOW RATES. 


Assets, - - $777,385.45. Surplus, ~=- = $365,124.30. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y, 290 Broadway, New York. 


MARYLAND CASUALTY CO., 


sad = 4 BALTIMORE. 

ital ETE BREE IE CLR ere EE Le 

Sunplas and undivided PE sviccouvabbetuéwesusbiandeuconatdian ree ais 
Surplus te Policy-Walders ...............cccccccccsccccccsccevcceccs $1,350,000 


Reserve for reinsurance 
Writes desirable contracts covering 
paskevers’ poe oe hee egg Collective, 
lic and Landlord’s Liability, Teams, ... 
Individual Accident, Plate Glass, Elevator, ° ; INSURANCE 
Automatic Sprinkler, and Steam Boiler... . 


The Highest Grade and Most Thorough System of Speposmee® 
Guaranteed Elevator and Steam Boller Policy Holders. 


The Strongest Casualty and Accident Company. PRODUCING AGENTS WANTED. 


A. C. DURBOROW, General Agent, 605 Tacoma Building, Chicago, Ill. 
BROWN & WATSON, General Agents Ohio, 
908 New England Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
3 Masonic Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio. 















































































